1302 Mundaring Weir.
RETURN — GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, MUNDARING WEIR.

On motion by Mr. Butcher, ordered—
That there be laid on the table.of the
House a return showing—1, Date that
the water first flowed over the Mundaring
Weir this winter. 2, Total number of
millions of gallons of water estimated to
have passed the weir this season to date
of return. 3, Estimated flow per 24
hours for each day included in return.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjomned at 10.38 o'clock,
until the next day.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4.30 o’clock p.m.
Prayers.

QUESTION~—PORT HEDLAND,
STEAMER AGROUND.

Mr. BUTCHER {without notice)
asked the Premier: Has lis attention
been drawn ta a paragraph appearin in
to-day's Morning Herald as follows:—

Roebourne v. Port Hedland.—We re-
ceived vesterday following telegram
from Mpr. Teesdale, Roebourne : “Pre-
viously denied by agentis ‘Buollamra’
ever neaped Hedland. Again neaped
since Monday; got off this morning,

but on bank again., Likely to be a

nice port for railway starting.”

The PREMIER replied : No.
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Mining Accident, Fingal!

QUESTION—MEAT SUPPLIES,
TENDERS FOR GERALDTON.

Mr., T. L. BROWNXN asked the Pre-
meier : 1, Why was no tender aecepted
by the Tender Board for meat supplies
for the hospital, gaol, and old men’s
home at Geraldton? 2, On whose recom-
mendation was it resolved to purchase
said supplies in open market, and why?
3, What is the price being paid for meat
at the present {ime, and what is the sav-
ing effected by comparison with tenders
sent in and not accepted?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Qwing to
a complaint from the Superintendent of
Public Charities that the eontractors for
1906-7 had earried out their contraet in
an unsatisfactory maner. 2, In view of
this ecomplaint the Tender Board decided
that it was advisable that departments
should ohtain their supplies in the open
market. 3, Corned beef, 534d. per Ih;
Beef with hone, Gd.; without bone, 7d.;
Mutton, Gd. 1. Saving effected by nom-
acceptance of tenders, Vid. per Ih.

QUESTION—ALL-NIGHT SITTiNGS,
AS TO BEDDING.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Premier: 1,
Were the hlankets and other uight coun-
veniences recently placed within the pre-
cinets of the House provided by private
members? 2, If not, will they be avail-
able for membhers sitting on both sides of
the House? 3, If provided by private
members, is storage charge being levied?
4, If not, will the Government arrange
for free storage for beds ete. owned by
members sitting in Opposition?

The PREMIER repliéd: 1, The infor-
mation ean doubtless he ohtained from
the House Committee. 2, 3, 4, The mat-
ter has nothing to do with the Govern-
ment,

QUESTION—MINING ACCIDENT,
FINGAL, AS TO SUNDAY WORK.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Mines : 1, Has his attention bheen
drawn to the papers laid on the table
relating to the inquiry into the death of
the miner Zanardina, who was killed in
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the Fingal Mine, which papers disclosed
the fact that the Fingal Mine was worked
on a Sunday without a permit, and that
men were working underground who
could not speak ihe English language ¥
2. Is it his intention to take any action
against the company concerned ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : 1, Yes; the work was being
carried on without a permit, but the com-
pany had made application for one.
The application was on the grounds thai
repairs to the main shaft necessitated the
raising of some ore on Sundays in order
to prevent the mill from being stopped
for want of ore. After inguiry the ap-
plication was considered a reasconable one,
and pevtnission was issned for one Sun-
day, power being given to the Inspector
to grant premission for other Sundays
exiending over not more than two
months. The information before the de-
pariment is that though the Italian wit-
nesses required an interpreter in Court,
they could understand very fairly and
speak the English language. 2, No ; on
the ground that the work was, as a mat-
ter of fact, necessary, and such as was
coniemplated by the Act.

BILL—MARRIAGE ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Second Reading.
Resumed frem the Srd Septemter
Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
In supporting the second reading, I de-
sire io say that in Committee on the Bill
T intend to move certain amendments
which I econsider necessary. In the
parent Aet of 1894, restrictions are
placed in the way of people getting mar-
ried ; but I do not know whether the
Premier can tell the House under what
provizion of that Aect the registrar is
empowered to charge a fee of £10 for a
special license. I know the authority he
‘has for doing it. but I de not know the
authovity the Govermment of the day
had for passing the Executive Counecil
minute of the 209th April 1904, which ap-
peared in the Government Gazetle of the
6t May 1904, and reads as follows : —
“Tt is hereby notified for general
information, that His Execellency the
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Governor has been pleased to direct
that the fee hitherto ¢barged for the
issue of a special license for the cele-
bration of a marriage is raised to £10,
from the Ist May nex{; power being
given His Excellency the Governor,
the magistrate who issues the license,
of the Registrar General, to, in his
discretion, remit the whole or any por-
tion of the fee”
I believe I am correct in saying that the
greater portion of this fee is remitted in
a large number of cases, but the contract-
ing parties have to go to the Minister
whio adininisters the Aet, or to a magis-
trate, and put their case before him.
[Mr. Bath': Plead poverty.]  They
have to peint out that the exigenecies of
the circumstances compel the marriage
to take place as speedily as possible, and
we generally find that people who find
themselves in that position are not over-
hurdened with money; and if they have
to pay £10 it is too heavy a fee. I do
not know that the payment of £10 would
in any way assigt the object which I be-
lieve is aimed at, namely to prevent
people marrying exeept those who are
entitled to marry, Lo prevent those
marrying who have heen married before
and both partners are still living.
Mr, Bath: It is to prevent “marriage
in haste and repentance at leisure.”
Mr. TAYLOR : I am in the happy
position of being quite unprejndiced, as
the Act has never affected me, and there
is not mweh ehance at my time of life
for anyone to have compassion on me and
bring me under the scope of the measure,
I believe the special licenses are only
asked for in special cases; and I do not
desire to enuamerate what those special
cases are on the second reading. 1t has
come to my lot to intercede with the
object of obtaining a reduced fee, and
I am glad to say I was successful. The
circumstances concerning that applica-
tion I have no desire to mention, but I
want to tell the House and the Govern-
ment that I believe it should he the object
of the Government, and especially in a
country like this, not to penalise marmage
or to prevent people from marrying
These people shonld be given every op-
portunity to become married, but under
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the present circumstances the fee for a
special license is too heavy. Under what
power did the Government adopt the
Executive Couneil Minute of April, 1904,
published in the Gazetie of May 0Gth,
having heen passed by the Executive
Couneil on the 29th April. This minute
gave power to charge £10 for a special
license ; but [ find nothing in the parent
Act which enables ihis to he done. The
Aet says the Government may grant a
special license if a ease of urgeney is
made out, but not that they can charge
£10 for it. Evidently this Act was in
force from 1894 to 1904 without the
charge being made, and I suppose peaple
availed themselves of the section. Have
the Government a general power to
frame rezulations, which power is not
given them specially hy Parliament %
I should like to know whether the Gov-
ernment adopted a legal course in mak-
ing this charge. As the Aftorney
General is not present, perhaps the mem-
ber for West Perth, being a barrister-at-
law, may he able te give the information.
[Mr. Heitmann : How about our man 9]
T did not notice that the member for
Dundas was in the Chamber. I have
gone carefully through the parent Act and
can find no power to make regulations.
When the Bill is in Committee I will
deal with that aspect of the question.
I believe I have the right to amend the
pavent Ael farther than does the Biil
under review, and I want to make it
clear to the House that it is my intention
to endeavour tn pass amendments in the
direction I have indicated. I think it
will be neeccssary te amend ihe seventh
schedyle in the parent Act, which reads
as follows :—

“Form of ddeclaration to aufhorise
inarrviage hefore the disiviet registrar.
We AB. and CI). liereby declare that
we are desirous of being married, bnt
that we object to he married by a
minister of religion—or that there is
no minister of religion aceessible for
the purpose of celebrating our mar-
riage.”

Why shouid the Govermment place parties
who desire to be married by the registrar
in such a position ¥ The very faect that
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the contracting parties avail themselves
of the services of the registrar in order
to be marvied is sufficient proof that ihey
prefer that form of ceremony ; and why

should they be made to say that
they have scruples about a religious
ceremony. Tt seems to me a sort of

“conseience™ clause like the one in the
Vaccination Bill. It is unfair for Par-
liament o pass a law compelling people
to say that they have or have not re-
ligious seruples which influences them in
being warried by a rvegistrar rather than
by a minister of religion. There is no
neeessity whatever for them to he eom-
pelled to make a declaration. It is wny
intention (o move to strike out that sche-
dule when the Bill reaches the Committee
stage. The Premier, in moving the
second reading of the Bill, referred to
an alteration in the measure, providing
that the hours during which marriages
ean be celebrated should be from 8 a.m.
to § p.m. instead of from 8 an. to 6 p.n.
If it is desired to inerense the hours dur-
ing which marriages may he celebrated,
why not remove all lmitation? When
the Bill is in Committee T intend to ask
the Premier what the reasons are for ex-
tending the hours. T am sure they are
cogent. but at the present moment I
autte fail to wnderstand why there should
be any necessity for limiting the hours
at all. T hope the Premier will not try
and take the Bill through the Committee
stage this afternoon, as it is my desire to
make certain farther amendments to the
parent Act, and it would be impossible
for me to do so to-day as 1 have not vei
placed the proposed amendments on the
notice paper. It is desirable that notice
should be given of these amendments, so
as to give an opportunity to members of
knowing what they are, before the dis-
cussion takes place. T hope the Premier
wiil not take the Bill through Committee
this afternoon, so that I will be able to
place amendments on the Notice Paper.
We should endeavour to place on the
statnte book a measnre which will be
advantageous to the State. I am sup-
porting the Government on the second
reading, my ohject being to amend the
parent Act farther than the Bill under
review does.
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The PREMIER (in veply ax mover):
The hon, member has taken objection to
two matiers.  In reference 1o the parent
Act ot 1894, e concurs in the amend-
ments moved in the direction of extend-
g the time during which mariages may
be celebrated, and in reference {o ovne or
two otlier puoinis to which T referred ihe
other evening. While the hon. member
was speaking, 1 noted the punt he raised
as to whar authority the Fxecuniive Coun-
<il minnie was based on, and T find that
under the Births. Deaths, and Marriages
Act it is provided— .

"The Registrar General and every
district registrar and asgistant distriet

registrar shall, for the dduiies io be’

performed under this et or any Aect
for regulating marriages, respeetively
receive (he several fees specified in the
Second Schiedule fo this Act: and until
the Governor otherwise directs, by or-
der to he published in the /azetle, all
such fees when received by a distriet
registrar shall be retained by such dis-
iriet registrar for his own use; and of
such feex wlen received bv an assistant
district registrar. one moiety shatl he
retained by such asgistant district reg-
istrar for his own use, and the other
moiely sltall be transmitted o and re-
tained by .the distriet registrar for his
own uze. and such fees when paid to
the Registrar General or in his office
shall he acevunted for and be paid by
him to the Calonial Treasurer, for the
zeneral revenue of the said eolony.’”

Mr. Taylor: When that
passed {

The PREMIER : It was assented to on
the Sth November, 184, No doubt it
passed through at the same session as the
Marriage Aet. 1 wish to set the mind of the
hon. memhber at ease that the James Gov-
emment at the time did not eommit an
illegal action. Seldom does a ease oceur
where the full fee of £10 is insisted on.
Now the hon. member wants tv reduce
that fee; but he is taking a rather mean
advantage. seeing that be is cutting down
the price in a case like this and that so
many of us have had to pay for the
lusury of being married. In regard
to the declaraiion to be made before a

Aet

was
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district registrar. as the hon. member has
intimated his desire io place an amend-
ment on the Notiee Paper, | shall not
take the Bill into Committee this after-
naon,

Question pui and passed,

Bill read a second thne,

BILL—LAND TAX ASSESSMENT.
Yhird Reuding.
The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): I move—
That the Bill be now read u third time.

Mr. T. . DRAPER  (West Perih,
speaking for the first time): I heg to
move an amendinent—

That the word “now” be struck ont, and
that “this doy sic months” be added to
the motion.

In rising to-night, 1 contess I feel a
cerfain amount of diffidence, because not
only are the surroundings strange to me,
but I am also conseious that T am new to
the rules of debate in the House. But I
feel suie that if T transgress these rules,
members will attribute it rather to ignor-
ange than te any deliberate iniention.
I am informed that it is nwnusual to op-
pose the third reading of a Bill ; bui [
would remind wmembers that thera ave
special eircumstances in this ease which
I think justify the action I now iake.
1t appears to me that this Bill is a species
of elass taxation which affects the land-
owners in the towns unfairly in propop-
tion tu the landowners in the rest ¢f this
Btate, There has been no mandate from
the country to place this Bill on the
statute-hook ¢ and farther than thar, this
is the first time that the question us to
whether this Bill should pass or nol has
ever come bhefore a town constitveney.
In addition to that, at the reeent election
the largesi poll that has ever taken placa
in Western Australia was recorded, and
farther the largest percentage of the
electors on the roll voted, and the resujt
of that election was an emphatic protest
against the poliey of the Government
in attempiing {0 foree this measure upon
the House. Ministers will pechaps be
surprised that T am sitting on the CGov-



1306 Land Tax

ernment  cross-benches ; but I was re-
turned on a pledge given io the electors
to give a general support to the Govern-
ment ; and I am not surprised, nor do I
bear any animosity to the Ministry, that
they should have opposed me at the
reeent eleetion. If they had not done so
they wonld not have had the courage of
their eonvietions in regard to the main
plank in their platform, and 1 will go
a step fartber and say that if they had
not opposed me they would not be worthy
of support as a Government. But not-
withzianding that, T object to this land
tax, and I object to it beeanse I say it is
a piece of class taxation. Tt is a tax
which is sought to be imposed on a
limited numhber of residents of Western
Ausiralia wha happen to own a partieu-
lar kind of property sitnated in a par-
tieular place. Again, if taxation were
necessary, which I do net admit, then I
have no hesitation in saying the electors
of Western Australia, if they were con-
vineed of it, and comvineed that the taxa-
tion was necessary for the purpose of
developing the resources of the Stale,
would he willing to put their shoulders
to the wheel and push the Government
eoach along the road to prosperity. Be-
fore they are willing to put their hands
in their pockets for the purpose they
musi he satisfied of the necessity,
and that there i3 a mandate from
ile eountry to impose .what I
snbmit  is an  unjust tax on them.
Only two nights ago we were told by
the Treasnrer that he required net only
the st to be raised by the tax, but ap-
parenily, though this was not contem-
plated at the time the Premier delivered
his poliey speech, all savings whieh it
was snhsequently discovered could be ef-
fecled in ramilway adminisiration; and
the Treaswmer (Hon. F. Wilson) in-
formed ns he would farther reqnire all
that could be saved by redueing the moni-
eipal and roads hoard subsidies. It ap-
pears that the Treasurer is like the man
yon sometimes meet who wants every-
thinng he has, everything yon have, and
something more in addition. T submit
that hefore measures of this nature are
forced on the counéry, we must be con-
vinced of their absolute necessity, If we
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look at the fizures which Minisiers have
quoted at difterent times within the short
period of three or four weeks, we shall
find they are totally inconsistent, What
reliance, therefore, can he placed on those
figures? When it was sought to secure
the return of the Hon. G. Throssell for
the Rast Provinee, the Attorney General
{Hon. N. Keenan) informed tle electors
that ouf of the £60,000 to be raised by
the land tax £20,000 would come from the
eountry districts and £40,000 from the
towns. I do not wish to 1impute any
niotive to the Attorney General for mak-
ing that statement; 1 have no doubt he
was correct; and his statement has been
confirmed, for I am informed that the
Treasurer gave similar  information,
though not in figures, to the electors of
Sussex.

The Premier: He gave a printed state-
ment now on the table of the Honse.

Mr. DRAPER : That corraborates whal
T say: the Attorney General’s statement
is confirmed by other Ministers. Tf thag
i% so, and one-third of the amount raised
is to come from the country and two-
thirds from the towns, it is somewhat
strange that within a very short period
after that election, and shortly before the
Waest Perth elgction, the Treasurer should
state in this House that about £27,000
was to come from the country and about
£32.000 from the towns. 1 ask for an
explanation of the difference between
these statements. Therefore, before we
ave convinced that the tax is necessary,
we are entitled to have a consistent state-
ment of ils incidence. On the general
prineiplé I do not wish to mislead the
Opposition. I am opposed to this tax,
and opposed to it principally because it
is the worst possible advertisement West-
ern  Australia can have. Rightly or
wrongly fhis tax is regarded in England
with a certain prejudice; and whatever
be the cavse of the dislike of the tax in
the old country, it is nevertheless dis-
liked, and its imposition here will act as
a deterrent to intending emigrants, as a
deterrent Lo the class of people whom we
wish to attract to our sheres. The men
whom we want to settle on and develop
our lands are not thoze who are destitute,
those who have no braing, those who have
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merely a certain amount of physical en-
ergy  and  courage. Successful settlers
need sonlething wore. They must be
men of some education. with a cerfain
.amount of capital as well as the necessary
energy and courage.

My, ngwin: It does not follow that
if they are destitute of money they have
no hrains.

Mr. DRAPER: Certainly noi. But
how ¢an we hope to attract men who can
think for themselves if we place hefore
them disadvaniages which they need not
confront in ofher portions of the British
Dominions  wore  favourably situated?
WWe have to compete with Canada. T am
informed that we have been, and possibly
sitll arve. adveriising in  England that
there is no land lax in Western Australia.
Why was this advertisement sent out?

The Premier : It has been discontinued.

Mr. DRAPER: T understand that at
aH events till recently, it has appeared
n England. Why? Beecause in some of
the other Siates there 1z a land tax, and
the adveriizement was issned with a view
to attracting immigranis to this State in
prefevence to others. If so. we must ap-
piy the same argnment to Canada.  Can-
ada is ouly a weelk’s journey from the
centres of European population, and the
voyage (o Western Australia occupies
about five weeks. We ought, if possible,
to attract by everv means in our power
people of ihe right eclass to settle on and
develep our lands. It is on the suecess-
ful carrving out of this policy that the
future of Australia as a unation must de-
pend. Tt is absolutely necessary for Aus-
tralia as a whole (o have its lands settled
and developed. If we arve to avoid the
mistakes made in the United Siates, if
we ave (o have liere penple of one race
or at least of one colour, settlement must
by every possible means he encouraged.
If that policy he necessary for Australia,
it is absolutely necessary for Western
Australia, and at the present time it
practically means this State’s financial
salvation. The policy of this Bill is
moreover directly contrary to that ad-
opted in Western Anstralia  for many
vears, Sinee 1874 we have had in opera-
fion whai 12 known as the Teorrens Act.
passed so that people might inexpensively
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aequire land for  themselves; an  Aet
ol which many people have iaken ad-
vantage in order (o buy small blocks of
land. to bnild homes on thew and to -in-
vest their savings in them, as a reserve
Tor themselves and their families. The
working man. if T may judge by my ex-
perience of estates cut up in solicitors’
oflices, frequently invests in bocks of
land what savings he has,

The Premier: You vofel
exemptions,

Mr. DRAPER: And as rezards Perily,
the exemption of £30 = absolutely value-
less, and practically valueless u alinost
any place where there iz vr i= likely to
be a dense population.  The Government
proposal has heen  characterised. at all
events outside the Honse, as a tax on
uuimproved land, but it is certainly no-
thing of the kind: and if Ministers have
said it 1s, I would ask them to point ont
the provision in the Bill that improved
land shall not be taxed, and that the
tax shall be on unimproved land only.
Why is that argument used ?  Simply
to give the general publie a notion that
the Bill will have some effect in bursting
up what are called hig estates. That
was the ery at the vecent election, and
it 15 about as fallacious as to sayv this is
a tax on unimproved land. If we take
the Treasurer’s figures reeorded in Han-
sard, it will appear that about 12 million
acres have been alienated in the conntry,
apart from the town lands.

The Premier : Alienated or in course
of alienation. )

Mr. DRAPER : True; and the value

azainst (he

_which the Treasurer places on those lands

is I think about 10s. per acre. Again,
in the same speech the Treasurer in-
formed us that the amount to he raised
hy the tax was £60,000 per annum. The
Attorney Gieneral informed us that
£20,000 of this is to come from country
lands. Therefore, on the hasis of six
million acres, the country lands, which
include the big estates it is sought te
burst up, will pay only £20,000, or in
other words will pay at the rate of one-
third per cent, For 10 acres the land
valuation would be 100 shillings, and the
tax will amemni to 4d. That is the tax
which it is gravely suggested will have
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some effect in bursting up big estates. I
submit also that the tax is utterly illogi-
cal ; it is not founded on any consistent
principle, It is certainly not consistent
with the principle on which the Qpposi-
tion are willing to impose the tax ; and
though I do not agree with them I say
they are certainly logical, and theirs is
the only plan upon whieh the Bill can
be justly framed and defended. Nor is
the Government plan consistent with the

unamimous vote of those who sit on the’

Government side of the Homse. We
have only te look at the exemption pro-
visions of the Bill to see the method
attempted.  The goldfields are praeti-
cally exempt ; for on the goldfields none
but municipal lands are to be taxed.
The Treasurer or some other Government
meniber will possibly answer, “ Yes ; but
mining leases are owned by companies
which pay dividend duties.” If they do
pay dividend duties, that is no argument
why mining leases should be exempt from
the land tax ; because dividend duties
are not confined to mining eompanies, but
are imposed on every company in this
State. Take the ecountry lands. If the
Attorney General’s statement be correct,
the proportion which they will have to
bear in comparison with that borne by
town lands will be grossly unfair, I
submit that this is a Bill which from its
very nature ought not without an express
mandate from the country to be placed
on the statute-book. As te Perth itself,
we know from the Treasurer’s figures
that the value of the lands alienated
within the towns is a litile over six
million pounds. We know alse from
the municipal assessments of 1905 and
1906 that the value of the lands within
the municipality of Perth is a little over
four million pounds. From these figzures
it is obvious that Perth will pay about
two-thirds of the whole of the tax ; in
other words, the tax will take from the
citizens of Perth abont £25,000 ont of
a total of £40,000 to be eontributed by
the towns. And I objeet not only to the
actual amount to be raised by the tax,
hut to the reduetion in the eapital value
of land. a reduction representing an
amount which will be lost for ever as
soon as the tax is imposed. We cannot
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shut our eyves to the fact that if
the Bill is onee passed it wil be
almost impossible to have it repealed..

Take a block of land that is improved
of say a value of £500. At 115d. in the
pound the tax will be £1 11s. 3d. If we
capitalise that sum &t about 4 per cent.
we will thus see that it really represents.
a reduetion in the capital value of £40
immediately, or a depreciation of 8§ per
cent. But that is not the only deprecia-
tion that is going to take place. No
purchaser with a grain of common sense
with this measure on the statute-book
will be willing to give £300 less 8 per
cent. because he will know that the tax
will  be inecreased hy any Gavernment
that needs farther money ; he will know,
in faet it was intimated wo or three
nights ago, that the tax will be increased
to 3d. in the pound ; he will know that
while the machinery Bill, the Land Tax
Assessment Bill, vermains on the statute-
hook any Government may hring down
a Bill to inerease the tax. So no man
will be safe in buying land in Perth at
the present time, if this Bill onee be-
comes law, unless instead of S per cent.
he makes a reduction of about 20 per
cent. Tt has been argued that this tax
is fair and reasonable beeause the present
owners of land obtained the unearned
increment.  That may seem logieal at
first sight, but how many people are
there now who have land in Perth which
they owned 10 years ago ? The large
majority of the present landowners in
Perth lhave bought their land practically
since 1394 and 1895, and they have
bought it at hoom priees.  Those boom
prices have gone into the pockets of the
rich vendors, and the majority of the
present owners have uno doubi not got
the benefit of the unearned inerement.
As soon as this tax is impoged they must
suffer a great loss of capital value, and
that loss it will be impossible to replace.
Again, T say that this tax is quife in-
effectual for the purpose of raising
revenue. It is rather like a mosquito :
it draws a very small amount of blood
and causes an abnormal amount of irri-
tation. It is estimated that the tax will
produce £60,000, and we have also been
told that the cost of collection is gaing
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to be 5 -per cent. It will be luteresting
to know how these figures of 5 per cem.
were arrived at. The member for Kat-
tanning [ think said that i1 comparison
with the cost of eollection in South Aus-
tralia the cosi of collection here would
he more likely 20 per ceni. than 5 per
cent.  [The Treasurer: The hon. member
made a mistake there.] In any event
the amount to be realised is small, and I
submit it 1s a gross injustice without a
mandate from the counfry to put a mea-
sure of this dangerous natwre on  the
statute-book of this State, when the total
amount to be reilised will probably not
exceed £40,000, Why is there necessity
“for imposing A tax to raise zay £340,000
or £50,000 2 The Prender in his policy
specein was prepared fo balanee his ae-
counts by raising this tax of say £60.000
and by making sundry econowmies fo the
extent of £40,000, to make up the deficit
of £106,000, but since that policy speech
was delivered there has been a change
in the management of the railways, and
we now find considerable savings have
been already made with every prospect
of farther considerable savings being
made in the administration of that Je-
partment. Farther than that, if it be
absolutely necessary that this  £60,000
should be obtained from rvevenue. then T
contend it would be far preferable ta
eut off the municipal subsidies and the
subsidies  of  roads boards and save
£130.000, than to simply impose a lax
which s a gross mjustice at all eveuls
to  people  who happen to have land
gituated in the towns. I understand that
already some rvoads hoards bhave in-
timaled that they are willing to impose
additional rate= rather than have {his
land fax. So far ag Perth iz concerned.
it would please we much better for Perth
to tax itself through rates, raise what
money it requires and control its own
expenditure, thau to have this land tax.
The amount of municipal snbsidy for
Perth for the vear 1905-6 was £16,000 ;
anid the amount sought to be obtained
from Perth by raising this land tax is
ahount £25,000, so that if there be no land
tax and no municipal subsidy the people
of TPerth will keep £3,000 in their
pockets.  And if subsidies are granted
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tv municipaliiles and roads boards upon
a proper and fair system and in a just
proporiion tu the amount of revenue
they raise for themselves, then I bave no
doubt these unicipalities and roads
boards would make a similar saving. In
concelusion I would say that if there be
a division I shall record my vote against
the passing of this Bill. T recognise
that the measure will pass this House,
but at the same time, if it be possible, a
narrow vote in {his House wmay induce
the Upper House either to throw out the
Bill or to amend it in accordance with
some principle of justice, logie, and com-
mon sense, [General applause.]

Mr. H. BROWXN (Perth) : T second
the amendment. On this occasion I nust
again protest against the imposition of
this iniguitous tax. I am quite sure it
is going to have a bad effect ; I am sure
fhat it will, in fact, lead to a great finan-
cial crisis if thiz tax is passed ; at all
events it will in Perth. I am cuite cer-
tain that by this tax the Government are
not only ruining the eity but they are
damning their own securities, and I say
without fear of eontradietion, that securi-
ties in the city of Perth on which Gov-
ernment maoney las  been advanced’
Hirougl the Savings Bank, have heen re-
duced in many cases in the last few years
by one-half. 1 heard of two cases in
the last fortnight. One property was
valued at £3,000 and another at £2,000
a few years agon. To-day the values are
down to £2,500 and £1,000 respectively,
atd the equities sold for a mere song, T
am certain the people of Perth are taxed
as much as they ean possibly stand. The
nmember for North Perth said that the
people in his electorate were able to pay
the tax, but T am sure there are nine
direct taxes on his constituents. Already
his eonstituents pay the dog tax, the cart
tax, roads hoard tax, the water rates—
though scores of them do not use the
water at all—the health rate, the sanitary
rate; there will he this land tax. perhaps
a Federal land tas on iop of that, and also
increased eustoms dulies. Already they
have or will have nine direct taxes if
the Govermment are allowed to enforee-
this iniquitons land tax. It will not only
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affect North Perth, Lot it will affect
Katanning. I hope that when a division
is taken, many of those who have said they
are supporting this tax will he found
voting agninst it. [My. A, J. Wilson :
They will sell their dogs and pay the
land tax.]  Many depend on the dogs for
their livelihood. I heard recently that
wany settlers in the Katawuing disfriet
are lIving on kangarees. At any rate a doy
is an absolute necessity for many settlers
in this State. 1t was never intended by
Ay, James or any of lhe members of his
Ministry at that time to tax the land of
the whole of the State. Even the Minis-
ter for Works who is now practically
raving abont this lax did not intend two
or three vears ago that it should he a
tax on unimproved land values. It was
meant by Mr, James to bhe a tax on un-
improved land which I am in favour of.
I was sorry to find—and 1 think the
member for West Perth will bear me out
—that during the vecent election the
people of West Perth were almost misled
hy being fold that this tax wouid be a
fax on unimproved Jand only. Fortu-
nately the oratory of the member for
West Perth dispelled that idea and en-
abled him to be returned to this House
with the splendid majoriiy he ohtained.
Ti showed at all events that the city was
not prepared to support this Goldfields-
Country Ministry as against the eoastal

towns. We find that when Mr. James
was  Premier the Governor’s Speech
said —

“To meet lhe nereasing  demand

for land by enconraging the subdivi-
sion of large cstates capalile of closer
setllement, a measure of taxation upon
the nnimproved value of such holdings,
but containing lheral  exemption in
Favonr of the zenuine settler, should
he passed.”
The present Premier speaking on the
Address-in-Reply o thai Speech, him-
=elf was never in favour of a taxation
on unimproved land values, T am quite
certain it was only the Alttmnev General’s
price for joining the Ainistry Lhat we
should lLave a 1ax on unimproved land
values ; and why, goodness nnly knows !
{The Minister for Mines : The Attorney
‘Gieneral has already stated ihat is in-
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correct.] | say without fear of eontra-
diction that the only member of the
Munistry responsible for this land tax

i the Autorney General, and that the

other members of the Minisivy Lad no
intention of hringing in this tax until
the infroduetion of the Attorney General
info the Mnistry., In speaking on the
Address-in-Reply to  the Clovernor's
Speech when Mr. James was Prener,
the member for Bunbury, the present
Premier, saitd that he had really no in-
tention whaiever of raxing land on the
basis of wmimproved land values, but
only of taxing the land) Far the purpose
of bursting np large estates,  Tle.said :—

YL favewr the hreaking ap of large
exiates, holding the principle (hat the,
wan who has geod land and does nog
use it for the henefit not only of him-
self but of the State xhould have that
land taken from him, or at least he
should he made to pay for the privi-
lege of its remaining idle. Of course
1 do not favour repudiation. but it is
opposed to all political economics that
the lands should be in the hands of
the few to the deiriment of the many,
It a man has a large estate in the
vieinity of our railway lines, T slould
be in favour of purchasing that estate,
but certainly T would not be in favour
of giving more than the ordinary
market value for the land. I am there-
fore pleased to note that a measure of
taxation upon the unimproved value
of such holdings, but ¢ontaining liberal
exemption in favowr of the genuine
zeltler, should be passed.”

No mention whatever was made by the
then member for Bunhury in hiz speech
as o laxing eity lands at all, or lmds
that were improved. What he had in
his mind was the same az was in the
mind of the present Minister for Works.
ihat heing the taxation of unimproved
land. The Minister for Warks in his
gpeech said:—

“1t is nevertheless worthy of eon-
sideration whether in the next session
of ihis Parliament the Government
should, by an unimproved land tax on
Tands adjacent to oune existing vrailwayvs,
open up such land that iz now idle.”

Nol one word ahout faxing the tand on
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the wnimproved land values. simply to
tax ile unimproved land alongside vacant
railway lines in order 1o bring thew into
culrivation.  The Treasurer and  ile
Mintster for Lands at (hat time (M.
Moore) were both members of the Rason
Government, and we findd that there was
no intention then to hring iu fhis par-
tiewlar clasz of legislalion, The member
for Greenvugh asked the then Premier
the following questions:—

“Does ihe Governmenl  indend io
bring in o Bill, a1 a5 early a dine as
practicable, making provision for ihe
Laxation of large unimproved estates,
with special bearing on land within a
-convenient distance of a roilway. and
algo on city and town yroperty 37

The Premier veplied :—

“It is net the intenlion of the Gov-
ermment o bring e sueh a measure
this ses=ion = bul the quesiion of the
taxation of large unimproved eslates
s under consideration.”

There iz not o single word in ihat of
taxing land values and not one word in
this senge wux heard till the present Ai-
torney Getteral entered the Cabinet. We
find that last session the member for
Swan and alse the member for Claremont
hatlt spoke in favour of the exemptions,
and now we have them absolutely voting
against them. Why this somersanli? T
have looked through the speeches of {he
member for Clavemont and T must give
him eredit for the fact that right through
e has been absolutely non-eommittal.
Yoo cannot fix him at all, and T should
say he is the greatesl rail-sitter we have
in the House al the present time. [Jr.
Seaddan:  How about the mewber for
Katanuing?] 1 will deal with him next.
The only reference by the member fur
Claremont iz a2 follows:—

Thal is so vague: one would like to
have a more definite statewent. The
Treasurer is in charge of the Bill and
T would like o make ane appeal ta
him. Te a certain extent this tax i
a great leap in the dark. We must
realise the faet that at  present  our
State. owing to the Federal tariff, is nod
in such w sutisfactory condition as we

-would like ii io be, and additional
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taxation of ihis tvpe witl certamly at-
feet a greal nmber of people in fhis
Stale.”

That is his greatest committal either in.
faveur or against the Bill. [Mr. oA J.
Wilson : Is he in tavour of or against the-
Bill?] 1 will leave the ¢onstifuents of’
fhe member for Claremont to judge. We:
now find him veting in favour of this
tux. T will tell him and this House that
although he represents a very wealihy
eonstitueney they are no more prepared’
to pay the tax than people in any other
part of the State. [The Premier: Or
than you are.] 1t will not affect e, but
T can realize the efteet it will have, What
iz the position the people of Claremont
oceupy at the present time? [u order
to inform members of ilis I will read
te them a shorer report of a eouneil meet-
ing at Claremont showing that the people-
there find ar the present time that it is
impossible for them even to pay the
local taxation, let alone the impositon of
this land tax. Dealing with the question
of rate arrears the finance commitlee of
that council recammended :—

“That in view of the fact Lhal the
rate collector is not meeting with as
much suceess asx the committee would
like, notices be served upon all per-
sONs 1N arrears, to the effect that if
the rates are not paid at once distress
warrants will be issued.”

The mayor then stated the position was
that the rate collector had collecied only
£350 so far, and there was about £2,150
ontstanding, and it was veryv desirable
that the amount remaining to he carried
forward should he as small as possible.
The amouni of the gubsidy for the vear
would be largely affected, as the year:

would close at the end of October. The
recomnmendation of the commitice was
then agreed 1. With a rate collector

engaged for 10 nanths in the vear it was
only poszible to colleet £350, so what
would result from the effuris of {the Gov-
ernment to eollect their land tax? The
sum of £330 war obtained from £2,150
outstanding.  That shows the inability of
the hon. wmember’'s constituents o pay-
any farther tax than that alveady in-
Hlicted on them by the loeal authorities..
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The member for Swan when speaking
last =ession said :—

SE support a tax on animproved
values. 1 say on unimproved values,
hecause it will tax praetieally every
man in {his eountry, whether tenant or
owner, and my friends in (he c¢ity will
pay very much fhe lnrger proportion of
it, It this land tax were proposed
solety with a view of buesting up the

larger estates, I would  have voted
against it withoul the slightest hesita-
tion; but when 1 recognise thal we are
oui after revenue, and ihat we ‘must
have revenue, then 1 am prepared {o
support the Government in their pro-
pusal. I vinitted to stabe Lhat as this
15 to he a tax for revenue purposes,
supported at all eveuts by myself with
the idea that it is for revenne purposes,
there should be no exemptiens.”
Yet we find that the other cvening he
voted in favour of the exemptions. T
trust that. when the ihind reading comes
to a division we will have the member for
Katanning supperting the najority of
the eity members in oppozing the hmposi-
tion of the tax. During the lasl zession
that hon, member gaid:—

“I have always opposed a land tax

on the lings now proposed by the Gov-

ermment: that is, a tox on wnimproved

land valnes. T have opposed it be-
causze I think the time has not yvet come
when sueh a measurve should be intro-
duced; though if the neressity does
arise, we must of course dn something
to raise revenue. . . 1t is different
from a fax on unitmproved Jand. Te
eonfound the two is' most misleading.

People like to think that this will be,

a tax oun unimproved lands; but they
will find it i8 nothing of the sort; they
will have to pay a tax on the inercased
valug of land. And thai s why the
fax will affect s» sevionsly, not only the
people of Perth and Fremantle, but
of all the larger centres. It will affect
the penple 1y the eountry  districts
also, who have done so much work in
this country and jroved the value of
their estates. They have not
yet had an opporiunity of locking into
the finances of the couniry to justify
the bringing forward of a inx of this
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kind. et them exhaust every wveans
within their power, let them look info
all the affairs of the State, and  see
whether they can eut down and save
and carry on for the next twg or three
years with a defieit if necessary. Even
il it reached lLalf a willion, that woeuld
be betier than introducing a land tax
at this stage. 1f the Government ad-
opled this course 1 do noi helieve the
deficit would reach £250,000.”

I trust that the hon. member for Katan-

. ning will help us in trying to defeat the

nuposition of this inigunifous tax. Now
I come to the memorable speech by the
Minister for Agriculture and we gan all
see, owing to the appoiniment he has,
what his reasons are for supporting this
particular Bill.  If he goes on mueh
longer with his scheme of introdueing
¢ows whieh we bave read so mach about
recently, he will want double tle land
tax, if the reports are true as to the kind
of ecattle which are being introduced.
We find that it is costing £9 or £10 a
week to purchase those cows, and the
same sam to sell them at this end. T be-’
lieve the whole scheme is an absolute
failure. The Honorary Minister in re-
ferring to the Bill said last session :—
“1 do not believe in increased taxa-
tion ut all in the ordinary sense;
hut taxation is necessary and one
of the only means left o us is the
imposition of a land tax. Whilst I
do not believe in it T am eompelled to
gupport it ; T am compelled to support
this proposal becaunse I realise that in-
creased taxation is necessary.”
This is an admission from a Minister of
fhe Crown.  Just fancy a gentleman
helding sueh a position making a speech
in the Hounse in which he says he does
not helieve in the tax, but that he will
have to support it. T trust that the

Honorary Minister will give the saine ex-

planation to his emnstituents and will ex-
plain what his reasons are. In the
speeeh in question he goes on to say-1—
“T support it the more readily when
T yemember fhat much of the money we
have lost through the falling off in the
revenue from the enstoms is in the
pockets of the people”
I ehallenge him or our friend the Trea-



Lawd Tur

saret. who was oue of the chiet men to
lead ws inte this wreiehed Federation,
tu state whether a single artiele consumed
in the Siate is not dearer now than it
wag Hve vears ago. The Treasurer whe
is Iviue so dormant in conneclion with
the separaiion or secession movement
comes to Lhe IHuuse as the first Treasurer
with ~ncl u deticit. and tells the people
the reason that the finances of the State
are iy such a condition is because West-
ernn Australin entered Federation ;  wvet
he doex nut admit, as he shonld eandidly
do, that he was ane of the leaders of the
Tederation movement.  His phoiograph
is published in 1he “ T'wentieth Century.”
in that ¥ Yes-na " group of the glorinus
Tederation, mid we see Lhe reasurer
standing (here more than saiisfied with
the work he dill in dragging the State
wmto the clutches of Federalion. e is
the first Treasuver of any of ihe States
to emmme out with such a deficit—[ The
Treasurer :  Nol—and 1o say it s
through cntering Federation that  the
State iz in such 2 comdition of bankruptey
as il is at the present time. And do we
zee him, while referring to that, with all
the secession movement going on, taking
a single step towards getting out of it ?
Tt would be far belter instead of eoming
liere Lo preach to ns. to go inle the ¢omn-
try and preach secession and by and
ake some alvnewent for his misdeeds of
the past.  Mr. Gull, the wmember for
Swan. i= a very half-hearted supporter
of this particular tax, He said :—

T cannot see why Lhe Government
could not tonke the House intv their
confidence fully as to whether there is
to be auy graduation or not. It is to
be borne in mind thal a verv large see-
tion of the people in ihe cvuntry and
the cities are verv heavily land-taxed
at present. T am net going into de-
tails to-night : 1 will reserve them for
the Committee stage. Estates now
uider roads board taxation are paving
a tax up to 2d. in the pound on the un-
improved value ; the Government are
to put 2d. on to thal, and there is al-
most a moral certainty. the Attormey
(General notwithstanding, that the Fed-
eral CGlovernment will put another on ;
that means three iwopences. I have
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a very good case before me, but T am

ot going to deal with it to-night ; I

will reserve it for the Commnittee

stage.”
Then we find the wember for Pinjarra,
who iwo years ago absolutely told his
constituents, and I read it to the House
last session, that he was totally opposed
to the imposition of a land tax. He said
lagt session. * [ do wot remember all I
said during the last session.”

M. Bath
Foas,

Mr. 11 BROWN @ It ix very good to
have o vonvenient memory.  The hon,
member saied ;-

Auwd he has o wood memary

“ L do uer remember all that T said
during the last eleetion, but [ know
that | addressed ten different centres,
and that at nine of them the question
of land taxation cropped up. | stated
al that time than T was a follower of
Mr. Rason and approved of lis policy,
and Mr. Ra=on lind stated e was
arainst land taxalion.”

IHd he nor conclusively prove at (hat
time al all evems, and we have never
heard a word from the member to the
comtrary, that at the hottom of bis heart
e is against land taxation in any form %
He admits that he was a tollower of Mr.
Rason. and Mr. Rason stated distinctty
that he was against land taxation. The
hon, member wenl on to say :—

“‘But n every case T stated that the
time for taxing land was oot Far dis-
tant and when the itime arrived I, no
doubt. would have to suppmt it. One
thing about this taxation 1= the uncer-
tainty as to what the 1ax will ainount
to.”

The time T lake it in the hon. memher’s
apinion has arrived. and he is going to
support it.

Mr. MeLarty - Whe is the member for
Pinjarra ?

Mre. H. BROWYXN : Evidently ihe wem-
her knows to whom T am referving, The
member  for Claremomt  was  certainly
against this tax. but he believed in tax-
ing incomes. He stated here that this
was praciically a class fax : and that is
the enly commitial speech the hon, mem-
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her made. The hon. member said last
Ression 1 —

“Tf a man who drew big dividewds
from brewery companies was onf of
the enuntry for some consziderable tine
and wos a permanent ahsentee from
this country he should be taxed, but
let us vot impose a tax on a certain
section  of the people here aud let
ofher peaple escape whoe were perhaps
not of such advantage to the eemmu-
nity as some landowners were.”

Mr, Foulkes : That is gquite righi.

Mr. H. BROWXN : Now the same mem-
ber, speaking on the exempliong, said:—

“Tt appeared ihat in  legislation
pased in  olher Stafes dealing with
land tax. no dislinetion was drawn be-
tween town land and agrienltural land.
Here, however, was a provision for
exempiing town lands to ihe amount
of £50, and agrienltural lamds fo the
amount of £230. He wasg in favour
of exemptions in all parts of the State
to be exactly on the same level.”

Bul last night we did not find the hon,
member speaking in favour of the ex-
emptions,

Mr. Foulkes : BExcuse me, I did. I
voted for hoth exemptions.

Mr. H. BROWN : T have not the divi-
sion liet before me, and I cannot corro-
borate the hon. member’s statement. He
goes on to say —

“1f a pilece of land in an agricul-
tural distriet was worth £250, it repre-
sented £250 in cash ; and in like man-
ner if a man in a metropolitan or snb-
wrhan area had property worth £230,
ihat also represented £230 in eash,
One did not see how to  draw any
digtinetion heelween fhe two. He in-
tended later to move that the word
“iftv?  he strnek  ont,  and  Ctwo
hundred and fif(y? inserted in  liey,
80 as to put town and country exemp-
tions on the same level.”?

Do we find this gentleman loking any
steps at all to oppose the Bill ¢ Not onee
during the lagt debaie has he taken any
trouble to divide on any particular pro-
vision of the Rill, although we find last
session Mr. Foulkes desived to reduce the
amount, and he moved (hat the amount
of the tax should be reduced (o one
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penny ; yet this year not a single word
is mentioned in reference 1o redueing it.

Mr. FOULKES : I rise {o order. 1
have stood with .a deal of good temper
the varions statements made by ithe mem-
her for Perth. He has nnt heen correct
—T am potiing it as mildly as 1 ean—
willh regard (o 1lie variens siatements,
but now I must rise to correet him. He
has just stated that T have not said anv-
thing at all as to the amouni of the land
tax ; when, if he refers to my speech,
he will see that T distinetly mentioned
the question, and said that the tax should
he reduced {0 one penny. ‘[he hon. mem-
her must know full well the tiune for
moving an amendment fo that effect is
when ihe Bill for fixing the amountl of
the tax is befare the House. At present
that Bill is not hefore the Hounsc.

Mr. H. BROWN : T withdraw., T
wias  eonfonnding the two Bills,  The
arsnment of members g, what are we
woing to zet if we object tn any farther
taxation 7 I auite agree with the mem-
ber for Katanning that the Government
shonld exhaust every pozsible means of
cntting down expenses an all warks that
they possibly ean, and wait until zome
future time. T agree enfirely with the
memher for West Perth that the entfing
dowie of the subsidies should he under-
taken. I blame particularly the members
of the House for placing the country
in its bad financial position. Not only
the present Government bui every Gov-
criment courted and invited  members
to eome in and ask for zrants  whiel
were iven all over the Stale, and the
stauncher the supporter the greater the
pluin he got.

The Minister for Works : Do vou be-
licve the subsidy paid to the Perth roads
hoard should be reduced 2

Alr. H. BROWN : I have nothing to
do with the Perth roads board.

The Minister for Works :
you were the seeretary?

Mr. H. BROWN : With reference to
the speech of the Minister for Works,
although he is endowed with great in-
telleet, on this oceasion he is very dense,
or he will not understand. He knows

I thought



Lond Tazx

that ¥ have not allowed my position as
seeretary 1o the Perth roads board to
influence me : he knows that every grant
asked for emmne direct from ihat hoard,
and T have had no influence whatever.
I have only attended the meetings as
seeretary of the institution, and T say it
iz solelv a matier for the roads board,
a portion of which may be represented
Ly the member for Balkatta and another
portion by the member for North Perth.
If the hon. member wants to know what
I have had from the Governmen( T will
tell him. The only direet grant I have
asked for during the past few years was
a paliry sum of £230 to assist the Unitwd
Friendly Socicties’ dispensary to place
it on a decent bawzis, A similar dispen-
sary in New South Wales receives a grant
of £1,000 from the Government, bui
what reply did 1 get ¢ At ilie tiine when
the Government were throwing £1,000 at
the late Chairman of Committees of this
House 1T got a reply from the Colonial
Seceretary that there were no funds avail-
able for sueh a laudable work ; that is
what T goi from the Government. Newz-
papers show a perpeluation of these sub-
sidies and special grants given to con-
siituencies represented by supporters of
the Government, and to the constituencies
the Government themselves represent.
We have here in the country news of this
morning a reference to that mueh-abused
district of Busselton. Here we find,
and the Minister for Works i1z a party
to it, that “XMr. Woods, the supervisar
of roads, has heen instructed by the Min-
ister for Works to examine the damage
done on the various roads and report
upon same, with a view of making a
- special grant to the roads board.” Let
me read what the correspondence says
helow :—

“A man has been sent down when
it i too late. and all the damage i¢
done. In this respect they are some-
thing like the Busselton town council,
which is having the drains opened up
now the town has been pretty well
flooded, instead of attending to the
deains at the beginning of the winter,
when the water wonld have drained
away as it fell.”

Here is a distriet, represented by a muni-
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cipality, allowing its roads to be waghed
away through inattention, and now the
Minister for Works sends a man down
there iv de fhe repairs, while similar
work in the Perth disiriet wonld have to
be done ont of the raies.

The Minister for Works :
(l!]llE wrong,

Mr. H. BROWXN : I say agnin in this
State we eannot supporl two taxes in
ihe country in addition in ihe local rates.
[ necd only instanee New Souih Wales.
Tu the eounivy districts where they tax
for local purposes there is na land tax
whatever. One of the seetiong in the
Ael gives power {o munieipal couneils to
rate up io ane penny or twopence in the
pound, and there iz a seetion follnwing
providing that as soon as the local taxa-
tion eommences the land tax shall cease.
There is no subsidy given to towns in
New South Wales, but the Govermment
there run their works on a eommercial
basis. They allow the local corporations
to rate the railways, and if that were
done in Perth we wonld not ask for a
farthing subsidy, becanse the rating on
valuable blocks of land in the eity would
take the place of the subsidy, and the
same would apply in other places, Fre-
mautle for instance. T also have vet {o
find that £230 worth of land 15 of anv
less value in Perth than it is in the coun-
tey districts ; and if an exempiion of
£250 is good enongh for country land,
it should he equally zood for the towns.
We know full well (hat a piece of
land in Perth worth £250, or in any town,
would not give a like return, if improved,
that £230 worth of land in the country
would give. Reference has been made
to-night that mining constifuencies will
contribute little, if any, to this particular
tax. We know full well the mining com-
panies pay dividend duty, but I would
remind the Treasurer so do other firms,
and in Perth and Fremantle they will not
only have to pay a portion of the land
tax. but they have to pay the dividend
duty as well.  And if it is gond enough
for one it s good enough for the other.
But the Government are ahsolutely afraid
to do anything against the goldfields.
We know that the country as a whole
is making up the defieit of £81,000 on

You are
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the Gioldfields Water Scheme alone ; yet
the Government have not the backbone
to make a fair charge for that water in
order to relieve the general taxpayer.

The Minister: Do vou wish (o stop the
consumption?

Mr. H BROWN: No, hut you make
a profit of £9.000 or £10.000 a yvear From
the Perth Water Scheme.

The Treasurer: How mueh did yon lose
when vou were on the board?

Mr. H. BROWN: T lost nathing; but
1 will ask one of vowr Ministers what he
logt? When the Government took over
the board they could noi make ihe Perth
scheme pay at 1s. 6d. per thowsand, but
they put in a Government nominee and
allowed him fo waise the rale by 30 per
cent.; and that was their high finance.
If they want to assist Perth, reduce the
water rate instead of paving the profits
into the consolidated rvevenue of the State.
What will. be the effeet of tlis fax upon
properties? lere we bave the Govern-
ment stepping in, with the power behind
thein, seeking a prior right to recover the
land tax as against every other creditor
in the State, Will not (his have o serious
effect on securities? [ venture to say
that the poor small  cottage-owner of
whom we hear will be as badly affected
as the large landholder. The Bill wili
emnpower the Crown to come in and seize
prior to any wmortgagee, one clanse pro-
viding that “the land fax =hall hy toree
of this Act and without registralion he
a first charge upon the land taxed in
priovily te all snles. conveyanees, Lrans-
fers, leases, mortgages, charges, allow-
ances, rates and encumbrances whatso-
ever, and notwithstanding any disposition
of any land it shall continue io be liable
for the payment of such tax while the
same remains unpaid.” T will only say
in conclusion that my main reason for
opposing the land tax is that it will foree
this Stafe into a great financial crisis. It
is no use heating nhout the bush, Busi-
ness is absolutely votten at (he present
time, not only in Perth but all over the
State. It s very well to say [ am a
pessimigt. [ am not a pessimist at all,
but I say this is absolutely the most in-
opportune time for enforeing this tax;
and 1 think the Treasurer would be doing
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far more good to the Stare it he were lo
drop the Bill, ga ol into ihe country,
and preach to the Federal Parliament so
ax 10 get us befter terms than we have
now, he knowing full well that the neces-
gity for imposing this tax ix one of Lhe
results of Pederaiion, for which results
he is responsible as one of  the  prime
movers in the pro-Federal campaivn,

M. W, L0 BUTCHER (Gaseoyne) :
T will admit that T hesitated in rising, for
I thought it would be fair it (he niember
for Fremantle (Hon. J. Price) =poke be-
Fore me, hecanse he has already informed
me that he intends to reply to my second-
reading speech, and to produce  some

JFacts and fignres which will eonsiderably

lessen its value.  Consequently I oshonld
have much preferred him {o speak before
me, so as to have an oppoctuniiy of re-
plying to his stntements it 1T were capable
of replying. 1 regret that I have not
been allowed that privilewe, consequently
I shall have Lo anticipate some of the
charzes he intends to make against me,
in order that T may set myself rieht with
ihe people of this State. Tt is not my
intentiom to delay the Huuse long; it
would be utterly impossible for me to in-
troduce much new matler; (o make a
speech on the third reading withuut eover-
ing a consideruble area of the ground
tlready covered by me or by other spenk-
crs. The present depressed condition of
Western Austrnlia may be attribnted to
various causes.  The main cause of conrse
i# Federation and the resulting loss of
revenie; but it appears to me thai West-
ern Australin must adopt a poliey of set-
thug and developing her lands. T ean see
no other cowrse open (o her, no other
pelicy which will wilhin a reasonable
fime bring ahout a helter state of affairs.
We must immediately develop our agri-
cultural and pastoral industries. 1 feel
positive all hiere will arxree with that state-
ment.  If =0, must it nel be delrimental
Lo Ihe besi interests of the State ihat the
CGovernment should introduce a land tax?
It has been said we have adverlized the
faet Lhat there is beither land iax nor
income tax in Western Australia, that
we have done this as an  Iiducenent 1o
peuple to come here 1o take uwp land.
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T do not say we have advertised those
facts: hul 1 say we as Western Ans-
‘tralians have for vears past boasted that
we had nor found it necessary to insiitute
a land tax: that we held out that fact as
.an inducenent to settlers. and that it has
up till within a vear ago had a great
effect in setiling owr agrieultural and pas-
toral eountry. And 1 say it is a great
pity at ihiz juncture, when the conntry
15 so depressed hy the loss of revenune
owing to Federation and the Federal
“taniff, ibat we should farther burden the
people with this unnecessary tax. T feel
perfectly =atisfied that if the Governmment
‘had  exereized reasohable  eeonomy  in
vailway management a sufficiently large
.zaving might have heen made from that
souree alone. a saving equal to the amount
‘they =ay they expect to raise by this tax,
T think 1 am justified in quoiing Mr,
Chinn as an authority on railway matters.
His critici=ns of our railway manage-
ment appeared in the Press some few
months ago: and so far, I have not seen
one of hiz statements refuted hy those
empowered io refute them if able to do
:80.

Hon, 7. I, Piesse: What anthonty has
BMr. Clhinn?

Mr. BUTCHER :
-doubted authority.
railway engineer.

Hon. F. H. Piesse : Is he qualified ?

Mr. BUTCHER : I am not prepared
‘to say whether he is qualified in the sense
the hon. member means, for I have not
-seen his papers ; but I say he is a rail-
way engineer, and there is not in Western
Ausiralin a man hetter gualified who his
found himself in a position to deny Mr.
«Chinn’s figures. And I say the people
of Western Austraila owe Mr. Chinn,
whoever he may be, a debt of gratitude
for showing us how money ean be saved
in the working of our railways, and how
-extravagantly they have hitherto been
managed.

Mr. Foulkes : Since his reports were
printed there has heen a considerable re-
duction of expenditure.

Mr. BUTCHER : And there is no
-gtronger argument in substantiation of
‘the statement I have made than that men-
-tioned by the hon. member interjecting.

I say he is an wn-
He is a well-known
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I was aboul io mention it myself. The
only reply to the figures published by
Mr. Chinn is that the Railway Depart-
ment have effecied cerlain economies of
the kind Mr. Chinn advoeated, and the
department are mow hoasting that they
have saved the country something like
£30.000 a vear, though 1 dare sav ihe
saving is greater. Can any man produce
an argwment which will prove my siate-
ment more elearly than the fact that the
Glovernment are adopting the course ad-
voeated by Mr. Chinn ? Henee, I re-
peat, the people of Western Australia
owe much fo Mr, Chinn, whoever he may
bhe, T know nothing about Mr, Chinn
except. that T meet him oceasionally ; but
I take him to be a qualified man, for had
he not been qualified he eould not have
prepared such figures.

The Treasurer : What are his aquali-
fieations ?

Mr. BUTCHER : In the whole course
of the Treasurer's travels in Japan,
which is supposed to have the best man-
aged ‘railways in the world——

The T'reasurer : Who said so ¢

Mr. BUTCHER : So I am given to
understand. But the Treasurer, after
returning to this country, did not refute
Mr. Chinn's arguments.

The Treasurer : Why should he ?

Mr. BUTCHER : Again, if there is
need for farther taxation, there is in
Western Australin a class of people on
whom it might fall far more justly than
on the landhelders, There is & class
making huge incomes from the produce
of the snil. Everybody knows—and the
member for Katanning (Hon. F. H,
Piesse), being an authority, will support
me when I sav—that the producer is one
of the poorest-paid men in Western Aus-
tralia. The farmer works longer hours
than any other man in the State, and
gets a smaller retwn for his fabour. He
produces valuable goods which are hand-
led by on altogether different class of
person, who makes more money than the
producer, and is yet allowed to escape
without paving taxation in any form.

Mr. Bath : There you are getting on
the right track.

Myr. BUTCHER : 1 must get off the
track sometimes. The form of taxation
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which I advoeate, and have advocated
from the first, is an income tax. And
here T should like to quote the Premier,
who says, “ A man always adveecates a
tax thar will fall upon the other fellow.”

At 615, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed. ’

Mr. BUTCHER (econtinuing) : When
we adjourned for tea T wns quoting
some remarks wade by the Premier when
spenlkinz on thiz matter, in which he said
that one was always inelined to vote fw
the  measure of taxation that affected
the, other fellow. T could not at the tie
take it that the Premier referred to me;
because the measure of taxation I advo-
cated in preference to ihe one whieh the
Premier was then introducing was an
ncome tax, and 1 venture to say that T
should have to pay to the revenue of this
State under the tax T proposed a eoun-
siderable amount morve than T shall do
under a land tax, for the simple reason
that every acre of land 1 hold in' this
State is mnproved to such an extent by
my own energies as would enable me to
elaim wunder the vebate elanse. There-
fore T think the Premier’s remark was
altogether wide of the mark. The At-
torney General, when he followed e in
speaking on the second reading of this
Bill, remarked that it was a pity, when
dealing with sueh an important malter
as this land taxation is, hon. members
could nol sever theinselves from personal
considerations ; and the Minister for
Works has charged e with being actu-
ated by hostile intentions—[The Minister
for  Woarks : When 2] — towards the
Goverument of this State and with not
being actuated with the honest desire to
see that the burden of taxation on my
fellow-taxpayers is lightened to as great
an exteni as possible. [The Minister for
Weorks: When 2] The Minister said in
me, “Ii is a personal matter with you;
it 15 your hostility to the Government
and not vour opposition to the measure.”

The Minister for Works: Where did
I suy that ?

Mr. BUTCHER. : In the Corridor.

The Minister for Works: Do you re-
peat conversations held in the Corridor ¢
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Mr. BUTCHER: 1 must confess that.
I regret the Minister for Works should’
have designedly drawn from me a state-.
ment whieh was made by him and which
probably shiould rot have been used in
that way ; but it might, withont his
challenge, have been passed over without
farther comment. However, [ have:
mentioned these three instances of Mini-
sters who are practically attacking me-
for being actuated by personal motives
or personal econsiderations in my opposi-
tion to this land tax. instead of giving
me credit for honest intentions and for
honestly opposing a measure which T
conseientionsly believe to he wrong, and’
on whieh T know positively well 1 enjoy:
the same feeling as the great majority of
the taxpayers in Western Australia. T
say it is a pity when members ore. deal-
ing with matters of this sort that they
cannot keep awav from personal con-
siderativns, and they themselves are
wuilty of (he erime which they are level-
ling al me when ihey niake accusations:
againgt the honest intentions of any houw.
member. Tt is a greai flaw in haman
nature that men are too prone {o judge-
others by their own standard; v I8 o
ereat fault in human nature; and T am
sorry that too many of us are given that

way. [ was aetuated by the purest mo-
tives. I do not enre for these ceharges,.

but I resent them, and I hurl them back
in the feeill of wembers who uttered
them. Surely a man eun get up in this
House and fulfil the pledges he gave to
his constituents on the day he was:
elected; surely a man ean come heres
and give vent to his honest opinions and
express fearlessly and honestly his con-
vietions, without being aceused of being:
actuated by personal motives and per-
sonal 'considerations? I think it is a
sorry thing indeed for a Minister or any-
memmber of this Chamber to make such
charges against hon. mmembers in this:
Chamber. I told my electors, the same
as other members told their electors, that
T was opposed {o the land tax, and I
have the ecurage of my convietions; and
I say that members, instead of heaving
such eharges against others, should lake
the same stand as T do and be consistent
with the pledges they have on the plat--
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forms given to their eleciore. I would
sooner resign my  seat  to-morrow  and
leave thie House, than that any remarks [
‘make use of in a debate should be taken
.as a personal malter and shouid create
ill-feeling vuiside the walls of this House.
When speaking on the second reading of
this Bill T dealt with the vesult of an
eleclion For another place, which was
held in one of our country provinces; and
I endeavoured to show that the electors
of that provinee had not a fair opportu-
nity  of expressing their opinion; but
anolher election has taken place since
“then in our metropolitan area, and I am

plensed to say that this election was con-.

duefed, so Far as T know, on ahsolutely
Fair and strajghtforward lines.  There
can be no doubt about the izsue of tha
-eleetion: it was fought distinetly on the
question of a land tax or ve land tax;
-and despite the strenuous endeavowrs of
the Government and the united efforts of
the metropotitan Press against the hon.
member who now occuptes the seat, the
hon. member suceceded in defeating the
~Government candidate. I am reminded
by the hon, member that the Daily News
was not with the other papers; but T did
qof intend my remark to apply to the
Daily News; 1 was speaking of the morn-
ing papers. The result of the West
Perth election shows two things conclu-
sively. It shows firstly that at the first
relection  fought on the ome issue the
majoriiy of the people of West Perth
were not favourable to the proposal
Dbrought before the FHouse by the present
Government, When T spoke on the
second reading 1 said that the Govern-
ment were out of sympathy with the
people of ihis State in connection with
this Bill, and now I say that the result of
the West Perth election has confinmed my
remarks: no other conclusion can  be
drawn in ihat rvespect, The seeond con-
clusion 1 be drawn from the result of
thal election is this: The influence the
Press of Western Australia has held over
-the people has been well known for years;
but this eleciion has shown conelusively
-that the people of thiz State ave suffiei-
enlly intelligent to have shaken them-
-selves entirely free from the influence of
:the Press in Western Australia. That is
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the conclusiun everybody must come to
after reading the leading arlicle which
appeared in the West _Lustralian on the
morning of that election. No leading
arliele in any publication could have
been lirected more against the candidate
opposing the land tax than the leading
arficle on that occasion; bul notwith-
standing all that inlluence and the united
efforts and energies of the Government,
the eleclors of West Perth in their intelli-
wenee decided that a land fax was nog
necessary and that they would not lave
it. Therefore I contend, and I enrpha-
sise my rewarks, that the Governnent in
this paxticulay measwme are out of
sympathy with lhe people of Western
Australia; and I consider it is the duty
of this House to rejeet (his Biil on the
third reading. I may say L am justified
in making these remarks because 1 know
the feeling of the people in all the agri-
cultural distriets, and T know perfectly
well the remarks hon. members have
made from time to time in connection
with this land tax when they have heen
speaking fo their constituenis on ihe
publie_platforms at different times during
the lnst wear or two. I shall deal with
soine of them. | wish to say thal when
this question eomes {o a vole—which T
am certain it will do—those whe have
spoken against the land fax will vote
against the Bill or else stultify them-
selves by voting fur it. in which case 1
shall leave it to their constituents o deal
with them. 'Fhere iz no agricultural
representative in Western Australia who
is more opposed to the land tax and the
prineiple of land taxation than the mem-
her for Katanning (Hon. F. H. Piesse).
1 know perfectly well that the hen. mem-
her has spoken against the land lax on
every possible oceasion: and The has
spoken against it on wore than one oeea-
gion in this House. [ wanl to see that
wentleman have the courage of his eon-
vietions and vote against ihis tnx. There
is the meniber for Kimberley {Mr. Male}.
wlo represents the mosi important pas-
toral eonstituency in Western Australia,
and he says this land tax is direetly in-
jurious to the pastoral industry. The
member tor Kimberley does not believe
in the land 1ax, so let him also show thatc
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he has the courage of his econvietions.
Why te he directiv supporting a measure
whieh he knows is detrimental to the best
interesis of the State and of his district
in particular? Then there i= the member
for Williams (Mr. Cowcher): he iz in
the same position as the member for
Katanning and has spoken ngaiust the fax
I believe. I do not say he has filled
Hansard with his speeches, for the mem-
Ler for Beverley (Mr, Smith) and he have
been particularly silent. They have,
however, expressed themselves as being
apposed 1o the land tax.

The Minister for Waorks: It 1w dan-
gerous to have private conversations with
you, ¢

Mr, BUTCHER: TDoes the Minister
intend to heap personal insults on me?
I demand the withdrawal of those words,
whieh, are most unjust.

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear what
the words weve.

Mre. BUTCHER : He zaid it was dan-
gerous ta have private conversations with
ne.

Mr. SPEAKER: Those word: must he
wiibdrawn,  They are highly yut of
order.

The Ainister for Works: T withdraw
the statement but I will explain what 1
mean when I address the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1t must be an uneon-
ditional withdrawal,

The Minister for Works: T withdraw
uncaiditionally,

Mr, BUTCHER : Tle lack of justifiea-
tion for the remark of the Minister will
be realised when T tell him that not leng
ago I was azked o speak against land
taxation from a  publie platferm  at
Beverley. I took that position at the re-
quest of the memher for the distviet, and
I spoke to one of the largest andiences
gathered in that town for some fime. I
explained fullv the details of the Rill,
and the memher for Beverley who spoke
after me thanked me for what I had done
and then said he was oppused to the prin-
ciple of lamd. taxation. That was on the

public plattorim.  [The Minister for
TFerks: YWhat about the member for
Williams?] [ said I believed that hon,

member had expressed himself as op-
poged to the principles of a land tax.
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My remarks are nob ont of order in any
shape or form, and are not in any way
of an unfair nature. Perbaps this is
unfair in the eves of the Minister—the-
member fur Swan has expressed himself
as oppused o the prineiple of land
taxation, and I will say also without fear
of being called to order by the Minister
or of having charges of unfair treatment
heaped on me, that that member has ex--
pressed himself to me in privaie conver-
sation upon the land fax. He has done-
the same in the Houxe and also in his.
constituency. Why will these gentlemen
support the land tax now, seeing they
have expressed themselves =o emphati-
cally against it? [Mr, Joknson : They-
are afraid of an election.] It may be;
Jbut is a member sent here to sit quietly:
by and support measures he knows to he-
contrary to the best interesis of the.
State and of his electors, merely hecause:
he is afraid of lasing the position he
holds or of the expense of another:
election? It ix a question for the people
to decide. not for the members. If the-
taxpayers say they arve justified in ealling-
the embers Lo the country then our
duty s to go there as soon as possible.
T will do everythmg 1 can fo get before-
my  constitnents the moment I think
there is justifieation for it. T want now
to deal with a phase of the question
which I have touched upon on one or
two oceasions previously. 1 have abways.
stated that the land tax iff passed will
have a disastrous effeet upon land settle-
ment and upon land values, and that
this result must affect every other indus-
try in the State. T have heard members.
talk about the value of the pastoral in-
dustry, which 15 held up az one that
should not require assistance, amd say
that it ix paying operators very large-
and handsowe incomes, T am prepared
te admit that has been the casge, but I
will make a siatement to the House now
to show how pastoral properiies have-
depreciated in value in consequence of
the proposed land tax. 1 have here par-
ticulars of a station which is one of the-
best properties in Western Australia, and
which was offered for aunetion to-day..
This is the Bervingarra station, and I
happen to be the man who founded il in:
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1877. I can show that £15,000 has been
spent upon the siation in improvements.
These improvement= consist of 350 miles
of wire fencing, a considerable number
of windmills, as well as buildings, yards,
and evervibing necessary for the good
working of a station. There is also on
the station. stuck to the value of £13,700,
this estimate being obtained by giving
the very lowest possible value to the
stock, For instance, I am taking sheep
al 12s. per head, and everyone knows
that sheep are now worth from 1ds. to
18z, The tand tax will serve vather to
increase the value of sheep than to_de-

“éreasé 1l There ave alss on the “station-

70 head of horses, and the low value of
£10 has heen placed on them. Also there
are 1,800 head of eattle, and they have
been valued at £4, which is an extremely
low amount seeing they arve a very fine
class of ecattle. However, the value of
the improvements on  the station is
£15,000 and the value of the stock, at a
very low eomputation, £13,700.  The area
of this property iz 663,000 acres. Tt
was offered at publie auction to-day and
the sum of £15,000 was offered for it.
Thiz sum is £700 less than the value of
the stock and exactly the value of the
improvements  which have been made.
Take the wmmproved value there. What
are you going to tax? There are G6:3.000
acreg of some of the hest pastoral coun-
try in the Upper Murchison; the rental
value is ahout £350 a year. The value
of that station acenrding Lo the lowest
estimale would be- £22000 or £23,000.
Here is a direet etfect of the land tax
propesals npon the pastoral industry of
Western  Australia. whiech we boast of
ag one of ihe staple industries of our
State. On the sceond reading of this
Bill T introduced a return to show how
the tax would affect =uburban areas and
lands. I gave as an example the effeet
it would have on a ecertain piece of pro-
perty; now T zhow vou how the land tax
has already affected the pastoral indus-
trv. These 1wo samples provide very
fair arguments against the Government
proposals.  [Mr. Seaddan: Why do you

say that the land 1ax is responsible for.

these resulis?]  If they are not, what is
the eause of them?  Possibly it is antiei-
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pation of a Lahour Government getting
into power soon; but 1 am sure the hon,
member will not admil that. I leave it
to the Flonse to deeide. You can see in

_the London telegrams that wool is at a

higher price now than it las ever been
before, while, in the meat wmarket, meat
i= bringing within a trifle of the highest
price ever obtained It therefore cannot
he said that a glaut in the market is affect-
ing the price of pastoral properties. I
am Justified in saying that the only pos-
sible reason for unsetiling the markets is
the likelikood of a land tax. I am sure
the House will pardon we for antieipat-
ing the remarks the: member- for- Fre-
mantle will probably make in an attack
upan me.  He will eharge me with being
incunsistent because 1 am opposing at
the present tune the proposal of the
Government. He will -tell this House, 1
bave we doub, that my inconsistency
amounts to  this: that I supported a
Government not very long ago whose
principal  plank—in  faet  whese first
plank—was the land tax. I am prepared
to admit that such was the caze. I sup-
ported the Labour Parivy when in power,
ane since that date up & the present, I

-have had no vecasion to regret the step L

took or the suppot I gzave them. bul’ I
wonld like the hon. member o show the
House where my ineonsisteney enmes in.
Though the Labour Party held the reing
of Government at that thme. and although
it is admitted that their principal plank
was the land tax. they did not, during’
the time they were in office, introduee the
tax. What is my posilion now with the
present Government? | am in exaetly
(he same poesition as T held with the
Labour Government. [ believe T occupy
the very seat [ occupied then, T am
supporting a Government in power now
whose principal plank is also the land
tax. As I showed in my speech on the
second reading ihe Governmeni stole this
plank from the Labowr Party. Am 1,
hawever, supporting the Government on
thiz measure? I say emphatically T am
nat, and I would have taken the same
pusition—at any rate the Minisier eannot
say I would not have done so—if the
Labour Party had introduced the same
tax. Therefore 1 cannot see that I have
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been inconsistent in my opinions and 1
have no regrets for having taken the step
I did. I will eonelude by saying that it
is my intention to press this matier to a
division.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price): May I be permitted fo con-
gratulate the member for West Perth
upon the clear and dispassionate state-
'ment he made, in the case he uvrged
against the land tax. ‘The speech was
very different from some of those we
have heard in this House in connection
with the Bill, whieh show there is some-
thing more, al least this is wy opinion,
thian 2 mere ddislike to this particular
mensure.  We have had the member for
Perth (Mr. H. Brown) telling us of the
varions methods of eeonomy the Govern-
ment might adopt whereby this fax wonld
hecome unnecessary. [ can quite under-
stand the hon. member who has been so
long associated with the eity of Perth
and its municipal life, a city which for
vears past has received the most munifi-
cent grants from the Government, saying
to-day, cease these municipal subsidies
and roads boards grants, and give no
mere.  Buk if instead of heing associated
with Perth he had been living in one of
the siall municipalities or new fowns, or
in vue of the new roads board districts
which have sprung up within the last
few vears as the vesult of agrieultural
expansion in the State, his opinion as to
the advisability of the Government ceas-
ing henceforth to grant munieipal sub-
sidies and rowds board assistance would
be very different. 1f the member con-
siders these grants such an  iniquitous
business as his speech would lead one to
suppose, it is a wost extraordinary thing
that ay secretary of the Perth roads
hoard he 1s not an infrequent visitor at
my office with requests for grants.

Mr. H. BROWN : Tt is unfair as it is
unjust for a  Minister to uge such a
beastly and dirty insinuaiion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.
musl not use sueh expressions.

Mr. H. BROWN: T withdraw it, hut
the hon. member knows that 1 go there
as a servant of a bady, and he wishes to

member
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muke out that I aw -(here to ask for
votes for that hoard when I have told
hiny that the only grant L have asked for
during the past four vears has been one
of £230, and that 1 never got a penny.
It is not vight for a Minister to make
such a statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [
fake it that there are very tew men that
any salary would ihiduee to take part in
a request in whieh they do not believe.
That is the view I take.

Mr. H. Brown: Be fair; that is all [
ask. :

{lj]le MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will give the hon. mewber a specimen of
his untalrness.

Mr. Jalnson: Do you wish to insinuate
that you can buy nembers by giving thew
urants?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hoe. member must have a most eurious
turn of mind if he thinks that this is
my position, I believe that granis to
many of these bodies have been justified,
and if the State is to be developed 1 be-
ligve there will have to be a continuance
of these grants so that the little in-
equalities may be removed and new dis-
tricts may be assisted more heavily than
the older and more established districis---
distriets  whielh have Dbeen established
lavgely by the aid of Government granis
in the past, and it is only by using a por-
tion of the general revenue of the country,
that a fund like that can be ereated to as-
sist new distriets that have not been nssis-
ted in the same way as the distriet which
the member for Perth has been associated
with in the past. [My. H. Brown inter-
jected.]  There are a good many dis-
triets that do not do that, on the other
hand there are a good many  disiriets
that do: there are a good many districts
oniside the eity of Pecth that raise miore
in their partienlar loeality than the city
of Perth raises.

Mr. H. Brown: There is not 2 body in
the State that raises so mueh, and you
know it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Pep-
permint Grove raises £242 for every £100
reeeived from the Government, The hon.
membher in the eourse of his remarks and
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in the very velumninons quoiations which
he Las given of hon. member’s speeches,
had the andacity to sccuse me of, in the
past, being a supporter of a tax on un-
improved land and not of a tax on uu-
improved land values.

Mr. M. Brown: 1 never said anything
of ihe kind. Yon never advocated a tax
on unimproved land values.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will show that the hon, member is wrong.
I have got hiin pinned down to a state-
ment at last. The hon. wember en-
tioned this matter to me, and I said that
T had not seen fhe quotation in Hansard
and I did not kuow to what he referred.
But I said, * If you refer to miy specches
delivered before I firsl took my scaf
here you will find my opinion on that
pariienlar subject.” I have turmed up
the West Australion of Monday, October
16th, 1905, before T had the honour of a
seat in this House, and 1 find there 1 am
reporled as saying, © He considered land
seiilement eould be encouraged and agri-
culture helped by the taxation of wnim-
proved values”  The position then is
this: it is a most unfair thing, when it
has been indicated th a member where he
can find my views correctly expressed on
a matter, that he should take some
staiemnent which apparently gives a differ-
ent colour to my views, but which I
veninre 1o sav is nol ineonsistent with a
belief in taxation on unimproved land
values. It is unfair to give publicity to
the statement io which he has referred,
and make an insinuation that T was a
recent convert {o {he method of taxation
on unimproved land values. That shows
ihe member is not so desirous of giving
tn the House the correct expression of
the views of the varivus members of the
House, and that he is most desirous of
making a point at any cost ; and if he
will do that with speeches of mine in
Huansard, 1l 3% quite possible that he
would play exactly the same tricks with
other memnbhers” speeches given in this
House.

Mr. H. Brown:
Hansard? :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
do not, but I say there is nothing incon-
sistent in my reported remarks in Han-

Da you repudiate
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sard with the belief in a tax on unim-
proved land values. When the hon.
member endeavoured to show that, he
knew and had the information where he
¢ould find a correct account of my views
some time before I made that particular
speech in the House.

Mr. Bath : That speech in Hansard
must have heen a temporary aberration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
is not a ecase of temporary aberration.
I was considerably wore at home on the
public platform, speaking to a ecrowd,
than in a deliberative assembly. It was
the first speech I made here and if I may
be permitted to say so, I searcely knew
at that time whether I was on my head
or my heels. And I may say now that
I rvecugnise that if is net a speeeh which
is of particular credit to anybody, but
there is nothing in it that is inconsistent
with a belief in the principle of the
taxation of unimproved land values, and
1 venture to say aceording to my re-
ported utterances at the election bhefore
I came inte the House, this was one of
the principles T was prepared at every
opportunity Lo support.

Mr. VWalker : THd you get it intro-
duced into the Governwent programme ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. member niust nol expect me to give
Cabinet seerets across the floor of the
Huouse. I have been ivo long assoeiated
with members of the Heuse to be drawn
in that easy fashion. We have the ewr-
ious speetacle of a difference of opinion
between the member for West Perih
{Mv. Draper) and the member for Perth
(Mr. H. Brown). The wember for West
Perth went info an elaborate ealenlation
as to the depreeiation that property was
likely to suffer by the iniroduction of the
tax, and he showed as a watter of fact
that. capitalised, the tax came to S per
cent. on the capital value. He said there
was a fear that at some time or other the
{ax would be still farther increased. T
think he must know perfectly well, or he
should know, that it would need a new
Bill before the tax could be increased ;
still bis fear is that farther increases may
add another 12 per cent. to the 8 per
cenf.. making 20 per ceni. We had the
member for Perth a moment or two after-



1324 Land Tax
wards in the most alarmist tone tell us
that property had gone down at least 50
per cent. We have had another very
curions ealenlation, a caleulation which
shows absolutely the wildness of the argu-
ments the opponements of the tax use.
The member for Gascoyne, to whom 1
will refer in regard to another matter
in a moment or two, explained the tre-
mendous depreciation which has taken
place in  station property which was
offered for sale, when the hon. member
must know that the tax to be raised on
the pastoral properties of ihe State will
not amount to £5,000. Are there uo other
influences at work tending to the depreei-
ation of property in the State 9 [Mr.
Butcher - No.] The member for Gas-
coyne says, “No,” but I vunture to say
that when he takes the warpath in the in-
terests of separation we will hear an-
other tale  [Mr. Butcher ; Not as ap-
plied to the pastoral industry.i. We
shall hear that the whole country is going
to destruction, that the pastoral industry
is depreciating and town properties are
depreciating, when he is out on thai par-
tieular warpath ; but to-day it suifs the
member for (ascoyne to aseribe any de-
preciation in the value of property wholly
and solely to the tax the Government have
introduced. The member for Perth re-
ferred, and I refer to this now to show
the absolntely wretched straits to which
members are driven for arguments
against the (overnment. proposition, to
the faet that certain floods had oceurred
in the distriet represented by the Treas-
urer, and that I have sent an officer into
the distriet to inquire into the amount
of damage done, and consequently it is
another instance of Government ex-
travagance—that is the assumption on
that matter. I am not respon-
sible for floods. In some districts floods
are oceurring which are doing no end of
damage, but I think I may be allowed
on this occasion to pat myself on the
hack, for instead of taking for granted
the representations made from the district
in which the Treasurer is interested, that
I should send a responsible officer—not
a policeman T remind the member for
Kanowna—to the distriet to see if the

people have good grounds for assistance.
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Surely if tronble and disiress and destrue-
tion come to a distriet to such an
extent that the loeal fuuds are unable to
repair the damage, is it not the business
of the Groverhment to.assist in a matter
of that kind  [Jr. Scaddan : Damage
to private property or public roads 7]
These are publie roads. This thing goes
on in 2 varying degree all over the Slate
at all times, and for many years to come
when extraordinary events happen caus-
ing loss and damage to a distriet it will
always be the business of the Govern-
ment, and the rightful business of the
CGtovernment, if they find representations
wade to them correetly, to give that gen-
erous assistance to any struggling eom-
munity when distress eomes upon it
May I be permitted to draw attention to
the position of members opposite in con-
nection with the matter under discussion,
and at the same time to the position the
member for Gascoyne occupied some two
years or more ago. We find that Mr.
Daglish when he delivered his policy
speech on the 24th August, 1504, stated
that part of the policy of his Govern-
ment would be a tax on unimproved land
values with an exemiption of £1,000. And
there are gentlemen in this House who
were members of the Daglish Government
and who presmmnably were cognisant of
the speech Mr. Daglish was about to
make and the principles he would advo-
cate. These gentlemen were sabsequently
interviewed by the Morning Herald, and
for a few days a series of very interest-
ing interviews appeared in that paper.
On the 30th August the member for
Brown Hill (Mr. Bath), now Leader of
the Opposition, was interviewed by the
Morning Herald, and said, “ Land values
taxation without exempfion is uvot part
of the policy of the Lahour Party”
When we read that, and bear in mind
the fulminations of the member for Kan-
owna (Mr, Walker), who the other night
abused the Government for bringing in a
land tax with exemptions——

Mr. Walker : Do you not realise that
Daglish was sacked in consequence %

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : No;
I do not realise that he was sacked in
consequence of that. But even if he
wns, those men who were associated with
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him in that peliey, which included a land
tax, should also have been discarded by
the Labhour Party. TMr. Walker : They
have come into Jine.] T am not object-
jng to men changing their opinions. T
have not the slightest doubt that in fimes
past I have changed mine, nor have T the
slightest doubt that I shall change them
again.  As a general rule, when a man
rigridly sticks to his opinions it shows he
has no mind at all. I am only pointing
out that whai was at that time in the
opinion of the Lahour Party a virtue on

the part of the Daglish Government—a

tax on unimproved land values with ex-
emptions—becomes . a  viece when we
bring it in, gomething for which we are
to he derided and seorned. Surely on
this fuestion it is fight up to members
in Opposition to expldin théir change of
attitude.  Take the member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton).  Tnterviewed
on the 30th August he says : “ The pro-
posal to exempt properties worth £1,000
or less, in the tax on the unimproved
value of land. is decidedly too high?”
“Then our exempfion ought to svit the
hon. member.  Tf £1,000 s decidedly
ton high, what about £250 and £50 2
* Decidedly too high'™ means fhere 15 a
moderate exempfion to whigch the hon.
member conld agree. T sohmit to him
‘that this exemption ought just dhout to
=it his taste.

Mr, Bolton : T advocated a £200 ex-
emplion at fthe elecfion whi¢h returned
me fo follow that Government, as I
have admitted here. Since that fime I
Thave advoealed no exemption, and have
heen returned by a bigger majority than
-ever,

The MINTSTER : T am quite aware
‘that {he hon. member has c¢hanged his
opinion, and to-day is not in Tavour of
-exemptions.

Mr. Bolton : That is so.

The MINISTER : But T wish to point
ont to fhe other side that ‘it must he a
Fairly interesiing proposiiion which eonld
make the whole of them in fhree short
© years change iheir minds.  What hap-
pened ?

Mr. Bolton :
relerred to.

“Their- eonsfitnents were
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The MINISTER : I do not think it
was their constituenls at all. If iheir
constituents eaused themn to change their
minds, I am rather surprised at the hon.
members.  Did they receive directions as
to what their opinions should be from the
irades and-labour couneil  [Mr. Sced-
dan @ No.]  Three short years age they
favoured exemptions, to-day they cryv out
for no exemplions at all; exemptions
are ultogether wrang. The party who
hring in a Bill with exemptions do not
know anything about land taxation, and
are absolutely unfit to be entrusted with
the government of this State.  There
were the Lahour members, inan afterman,
following Mr. Daglish in 1904 with a
poliecy of exemptions. To-day, the whole
lot of them, as one man, change their
opinions and will have nothing whatever
to do with exemptions. Is that an honest
change of opinion, or is it a change made
to suit the people who dictate to them
and tell them what their opinions should
be ? That is the position. The fact of
the matter is, it suits them to oppose and
harass ihe Government over the land tax,
and that is a far more important matter
with some members than seeing a princi-
ple in which they believe passed into law.
Nuow [ eome to the leader of those who
on the Government side of the House
appose the land tax. What do we find
about him? My, Daglish makes his
poliev specel, amd the gentleman in ques-
tion (Mr, Buteher) is another person in-
terviewed by the Morning Herald.

Mr. Seaddan : You will he
viewed.

The MINISTER : No, I shall not. T
am exposing the fallacies of members
opposite, and that is what they do nat
like.

Mr. Angewin @ You ean oppose any-
thing vou like, beeavse no notice will be
taken of wvour action.

The MANISTER : That may be ; but
if I chopped and changed like the hon,
moeber,  still  less  notiee  might  he
taken of me. The member for Gascovne
{Mr. Bateher), interviewed by the Morn-
ing Herald and asked for his opinion of
the Lahour Government, one of whose
leading planks was a poliey of taxing
unimproved land values with exempiions,

inter-
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suys I appears o ome to be extremely

abzud on the part of  these people,

who can be nothing but extremists, to
take the stand they ave doing. I really
fail to see what molives they can have

in endeavouring to disturb the Govemn-
ment " —the Government wha-were bring-
ing in a land tax.

Mr. Butcher : That is not correet.
The hou. mewher is referring to me.
He =ays the Daglish Government were
hringing i o land tax. T deny that.
While 1 supported the Labour Govern-
ment they never hrought in a land tax.

The MINISTER : I say it was part
of the policy speeeh of My, Daglish, and
T am quoling an interview with tha hon.
member in the Morning Herald of the
30th August.

M. Scaddan @ Tead the interview,
and do not put words into hiz mouth.

The AMINISTER FOR WORKS : It
ig plain to {he House which are my com-
ments and which ave the words of the
inferview. At that date Mr. Daglish,
then Premier, had delivered a policy
speech at Subiaco, and one of the prin-
pal planks in his platforn was o lax
on wnimproved Tand values, with exemp-
tionz, Two or three dayvs afterwards,
with the prospect of the Government of
the day bringing in a Land Tax Assess-
ment Bill. the wmember for Gaseoyne told
the eountry theough the Marnig Herald
“T veally fail to see what motives they
{Government erities) ean have in endea-
vouring to disturb a Covernmenti which
apparently has the best interests of the
Btaie at heavt” What do we find to-
day ? I am not impugning the motives
of the Paglish Government. 1 have not
the slightest doubt they had the hest in-
terests of the country at heart, and in
their own way wished to serve the eoun-
try if they could. We differ only as to
methads ; T do not impugn their honesty.

Mr. Butcher : Why did you not do me
the justice of speaking before me, and
giving me an opportunity of replying ?

The MINISTER : But I do impugn
the state of mind of a man who when the
Daglish  CGovernment brought in  that
policy could speak of them in those
termsg, and who to-day. when the present
Government bring in a land tax, hLas
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nothing but condemmation for it. O
the 24th Aagust in that yvewr Mro Dag-
lish's peliey speech coniained a divect
intimation that a tax orr unimproved land
vitlues was a portion of his poliey: and
oy the 30l August, six davs afterwards,
the nerber for Gascovine said the Gov-
enmnent apparently had (he interes(s of
the State ar hewrt,

Mre. BUTCHER  (in explanation) :
The Minister is charging e with all
sorts of foul offences and ineonsistencies.
But let me explain that I supported the
Labour Government up lo a certain point
—never mind what their plaiform and
poliey may have been—and up to that
fime they had not introduced 2 land tax.
That is my position to-day. T support
the preseni Govermnent, whose prineipal
plank 15 a-land tax ; and T sopport them
ap te a cevtain point. Tpon the intro-
duetion of this Bill T oppose them.

The Minister for Works © Is this an
explanaiion ¥

Mr. BUTCHER : T was perfectly con-
sistenl in my actions ; and if the Labour
Government had introduced a land tax
and T had' then supported that measure,
T might honestly have heen charged with
ineansisterney,

AMr. SPEAKER : Thoogh it is the
practice, vet as I have previously pointed
out it ig direetly eontrary to the Standing
Orders to rise in explanation daring the
eowrse of another member’s speech. If
the member who was speaking had chosen
to retain the floor, he would have been
entitled to do so ; but az he chose to give
way, the lon. member (Mr. Buteher) is
justified in making the explanation.

The Ainister for Works : T have ne
ohjection fo the bon. member’s making
an explanation.

Mr. SPEAKER : It would be much
hetter for members to wait till the mem-
ber speaking finishes, hefore making their
explanations.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
is extraordinary that the hon. memnber
does nut reeolleet it was hapossible, only
siv dave after the promulgation of a
poliey, to bring any portion of it before
Parliament. He eunlogizes the Govern-
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xent who had that measure ns one of the
main planks of their plaiform. Then he
saxvs, Ol b they had not brought it
in.” How could they bring il in? He
went out of his way to express lis ap-
proval of the Labour Government, who
were bringing in the measure which to-
day he deprecates and condemns for all
he is worth. T do not think he is con-
sistent.

Mr. Butcher ¢ I will take my chance in
your electoraie any day.

The MINISTER : Well. you can;
but vou will have a  three-comered
fight. While he was Speaking the hon.
member took exception to an interjection.
I wish to say without enmment that two
private conversations I have had with
‘the hon. member have been repeated in
the course of this debate.

Mr. Waller 0 1= uot
woman ?

The MINISTER : It does nat matter
whether it is the old woman or not, We
hear a good deal more of the old womaun
at times from the member for Kanowna.
Members in this House know well that
we frenuently discuss matters in private,
and that there must be same place where
a truce 1 ealled. I had no wish to give
publicity o (he statements T had made
personally to the hon. member. I should
never have mentioned the matter in pub-
lic ; the hon. member himself has made
it public.

Mr. Bulcher :
ing ?

The MINISTER. : T am alluding to the
remark which he repeated to-night, the
statement to which he referred just now.

Mr. Buicher : T referred to three dif-
ferent statements,

The MINISTER: There was a state-
ment which the hon. member aceused me
of making, and for the mement it has
absolutely slipped nry memory.

Mr. Butcher : If you do not know
what the staiement is, do not deal with it,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
bad a conversation with the hon. mem-
ber ; hut as I say, frequently in private
among ourselves there is a eertain amount
of joeularity as well as sertousness in
our remarks. T do not deny the state-
ment the hon, member attributes fo me

that the «old
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that 1 said he was actuaied more out
of hostility to the Government, but it is
a statement 1 should never have made
publicly.  As I have explained, in such
matters  there  should  he  times  and
places when and where a man may speak
without having publieity given to his
remarks ; though I do not quarrel with
the hon. member for having made the
remark publie. A= it s, | now say puob-
licly that the hon. member is aeting
against the Government in opposing this
land tax.

Mr, Butcher : You should not make
stalernents unless they are true.

The MINISTER : T recognise that the
hon. member dislikes the tax, and that be
believes it will canse damage to the coun-
try ; he is perfeetly right to oppose the
tax ; but lei me also nsk him to remem-
Ler that everything a man says in speak-
ing man to man is not what he would =ay
when standing on a publie platform.

Mr. BUTCHER (in explanation) :
After T had spoken on the second read-
ing of this Bill, the Minister for Works
told me that he was going to give me—
I forget the exact words—peoliiically
speaking a threshing for sone of my re-
marks or for the aliitude I had taken on
this Bill. e said that L had heen in-
consistent and that I had been inter-
viewed by one of the papers and had
made certain stotements which were in-
consistent with my actions. He said
also that he was going to give me a
“doing,” or something of that kind ; at
least he led me to believe so. He said
that it was wot my opposition to land
taxalion hub that it was my hostility to
the Government that actuated me : and
this T strongly vesented. That is the
renson for my explanation. I wanied
the hon. member to speak hefore me fo-
night to give me an opportunity of reply-
ing, hut he did not do so and I had to
anticipate him somewhat, and I said I
regretted that the hon. member had
forced me into the position of using
words which T would noet otherwise have
made use of unless he made charees
arainst me during the eourse of a speech,
He denied we 1he opportunity of reply-
inr to any remarks he might make: so T
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had to anticipate him and to use tlie
words whieh I regret were used ; and I
fariher regret there was necessity for
nsing them.

The MINISTER FOR WORES:: T
have not in the course of my remonks.
accused the hon. mewmber of hostility to
the Governmeni. The hon. member was
anticipating something that was mot liltely-
to arize. I understand my duty quite
sufficiently to a member of this House:
not to use any  observations T might
have made in the Cormdor as a hase for
my remarks in the Chamber. Someone:
in this dehate has said that the result of
the West Perth election proves that the:
comiiry is out of sympathy with the
Government in this Iand taxation pro-
pesal, and farther that we have no man-
date from the country to impose a land'
tax. I ask hon. members to take the
list of wmembers of the House, and go
carefully through it, because they will
find hetween 30 and 40 members, T can-
not say the exaet namber but about 36—
whn at all evenis at the eleetions- dis-
tinetly pledged themselves to land values
taxation, .

Mr., Scaddean : With exemptions 7

The MINISTER : Some with, some
without exemptions. We have had am-
other election during the last few days.
We have practically had contested elec-
tions i fwo of the most conservative con-
stifuencies in Western Australia. I re-
fer to the East Province and to the West
Perth elections. In the East Provimee
the eclection was fought exclusively o
the land taxation question and the wan
who supported the Govermment proposi-
tion was veturned. [Member : By 15
votes.] Well. there were two candidates
supporting the land tax against one op-
posed to it ; yet one of those supporting
the land tax got in. That does not show
that the country is against the Govern-
ment’s proposal. We know that West
Perih is one of the most conservative con-
stifuencies in the State : it is extremely
unlikely that West Perth will at any
time vetnrn a wan pledged to taxation
on unimproved land values, when the
eleciion is fought on that question. I
think T have shown distinetly that the
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oppositicn on the other side of the: House
on the ground of exemptions is hardly
warranted, and I have shown that some
of the statements members have directed
against the Bill. have been altogether
wrong..

Mr. H. SMITH (Beverley): The mem-
Ler for Caseoxne has accused me of sit-
ung in silence: but when the Assessment
Bill: was brought down last session L ob-
tained a dozen or fourteen copies and
sent a copy to every agricultural and
progress association in the distriet. I
asked. them to advise- me on the matter.
Those who advised me were in favour of
the land tax; others remained silent. Al-
most at the same time T asked the mayor
of Beverley to eall a public meeting, and'
I asked Mr. Butcher te be good enough
to attend and explain the Bill to the
people so that I might be an outsider, to
see liow' the people were treating the
Rill. The Hon. member most ably did so.
There wus, T must say, a motion puf to
the: meeting to ask tlie member for the
distriet to support the land tax. 1t was
lost. Qune person in tlie building stood
up and remonstrated with the meeting.
He said” that the land tax would be
against their interests and that it would
Be beiter if they supported their member
in opposing the: Bill. The motion was
lost, and eonzequently that was my reason
for remaining silent all through. Had
there been a divigion last session I should:
have voled against the Bill. It is my
reason for remaining silent this session.

Mr. J. ¢ G FOULKES (Clare- -
mont): T regret there has baen so much
reevhinination between members in  this |
House as to changes of views in regard’
to this proposal. 'To wme it is a matter
of no importance’ whatever what one
member said two vears age or what his
views were ih regard to land taxation
three years oga. [Mr. Holion: Natur-
ally.] We have fto deal” with this mea-
sure: to-day in accordance with the exi-
wencies of the present finaneial position
of the comntry. That is all we shouid
apply our minds to: nut as to whether
one member: & eongistent nor as to
whetlier e sapported the Lalour Gov-
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ernment one year vr wheilier he opposed
it.  To me that s ne  considerafion
whatever.  The Altornex General 'was
twittedl some few evenings ago as to
what he =aid in Kalgoorlie about two
years azo. [ do not attach the slightest
importanee (o what any mewmber of Par-
liaunent said iwo years ago with regard
to the financial position of the eountry,
‘because that posilion was totally differ-
ent two years ago from what it is now,
‘Womme remarks have heen made hy the
Minister for Works in regard to ihe
puosilion taken up by the members for
Perth and Gascoyne. Those two gentle-
anen have spposed this tax. and if they
think it right aud necessary to do so they
.are quite jusfified and at liberty to do so.
They are not tied, nor is any niemlber of
this side of the Houxe tied, to support
this Government.- Members supporl the
Governmenl like T do, -when T think fit
aml where the flovernment are right. hot
where the Government are  wromy  the
member for iascovne like myself will
do all lie can ie oppose the ‘Government.
I have never heditated to -do that.  Last
session when this land fax was intro-
duced T did my levél hest 1o prevenl the
Bill being paszsed.  [Mr. Bolton 1 By
talking and then zoing vut.]  For about
half an houe T quiite thought 1 would be
ssuceessful in v endeavours.  But the
pusition last year wns muite different from
what it is this vear. Aoy man who has
the interests of the Srate at heart and
-wha studies the finanecial position of the
country, must yecoghnise (hat there has
Jeen a considerable change as  regards
our finances. [ inake no secret of the
fact that 1 have viewed this quesiion of
Aand taxation with a great deai of alarn;
bul what has impressed me more than
_anything ¢lse wiih regar@ to the necessity
for proposing a cerinin amount of land
+axotion, Is that it is our bounden duty
10 do all we can o keep tthe finances of
4he state in a solvent condition.  There
= a shortage of vevenue, and [ have con-
sidered carefully what are the best steps
to remedy that shortage. and am of
opinion that whatever burdens are im-
-posed vn the peaple should be distribured
as cvenly as possible ameng all elasses
.wf ihe commuiity, T :agree with the
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member for West Perth, whom [ con-
wratulate most heartily upon hig return.
and who [ feel quite certain will he of
ereal assisianee to us in this House,
Many inembers who are opposed to ihis
land tax say (hat one way of remedying
the deficiency in our finances is 1o gn in
for retrenchment. I consider that is a
very unfair thing to do. 1 reecognise
the itime has come when we musf have
mnst economieal administration;  but it
wonld be very cruel to impuse upon one
section of the ecommunity—the civil ser-
vice and employees of the Government—
the whaole burden of this deficiency. That
i= one reason why I believe in a certain
amount, of fand taxation. [ will explain
later what 1 mean by that term. There
is another section of the communiiy thac
does not own land, and 1 consuler that
something skould be done to make 1his
class accept a portion of the burden of
respansibility, especially as a grear inany
people in that elass are more progperons
than those who will have to bear a land
tax.  What we should do is to distribute
the obligativn amony the three classes of
people to whom I have referved. I would
have a sinall land {ax on the landowners,
a small income tax on the people who
derive fheir ineomes from other sources
than the land, and, by paving attention
fo the economical administration of the
affairs of the State, T would place a
small hurden on the third class. By that
means 1lie hurden would be distributed
among  all classes.  The member for
Perth (Mr. Brown) has said .1 lhave
adopted an attitude of silting on a rail.
Fver since T have been in the House and
all iy life, I have tiied Lo cousider every
queslion as carefully and cautiously as
possible. T always lesitate to express
an epinion, partieularly on an imporiant
measzure of this kind, withont giving it
due consideration. T.ast session I com-
plained about the imposition of a land
tax, for 1 did not consider the matter
had heen suffictently discussed, vt only
by the members of the Ministry but also
hxy ather members of the House: nor had
it been diseussed or considered carefully
hy the people. T would rvemind the
frovernment that it s not oniy necessary
for them to inpose taxation, for it iz a
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comparaiively easv matter o infroduce
a Bill for the purpoze of laxing the
people, but | think it 1% alse most neces-
sary that they shonld sgeriously consider
the guestion of impoesing a small inenine
rax. A great many people are better
able o pay additional taxation in this
way than many ot the landowners in
the State. 1 would also strongly urge
ot them the necessity that exists  for
attending to the administration of affairs,
T helieve they are honestly doing their
ulmost, bult the burden of carrying on
the Govermmnent is unevenly distributed
amang members of the Ministry. T have
often ealled the attention of the House
to the fact that we have memhers of the
Ministry who have very light duties to
perform, while others are heavity worked.
The various departmenis are not evenly
digivibuted.  Look at the Railways and
Mines Departments.  There we have one
Minizter contralling these two large and
Timportant  departiments. 1 feel quite
sure—and [ amn eertain the Minister for
Mines will not take what T say amiss—
the Minister must realise that it is quite
sufficient work for him to do to lovk after
the management of the Mines Depart-
ment without having to control the Rail-
ways Department as well. [Mr. Bolton:
The Treasurer is also woern ouf with his
duties.] T ean quite understand that the
Treasurer has an anxious time of it in
lonking after his department. Ile has
not only the Treasury to look after, but
also the Eduncation Department. There
is another matter which T feel. quite sure
will be forced on Alinisters and upon
every member of this House. That is
that ihe two Houses should apply them-
selves to the question of whether our
financial position at the present time 1s
nol owing to the unhappy position we
took up in deeciding to join Federation.
I helieve the of this country
wonld unanimously weleome some change
in the Constitution of the Federal Par-

people

liament. They do nol feel secure, nor
do they feel satisfied at present that full
justice will he done to the people of this
country hy a majority of the members
who represent other States. I do not
ennsider that members of that PFederal
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Parlinment who represent the Stale eon—
stituencies have suflicient kpowledge——

Mr. BPEAKER: The hen. member
is oul of owler in referring to Federation
1How.

Mr. FOULKES : T how to your
ruling:  and 1 feel sure I will have other
oppovtunities of discussing this question-
soom, as the matter will be Grouvhl for-
ward for our constderation at an early
date,  When the Land Tax Bill comes-
forward—we are now only dealing with
the machinery Bill—I intend to do what
I said just now, and that is to move that
the amount of taxation he rednced from
1%d. to Td. T also intend to give noticer
that this tox should be paid in two half-
yearly noieties. [The Treasurer @ That
mode of payment can be ordered by
regulation.] It would be of assist-

ance Lo the Treasurer if we saved
him  the trouble of framing regu-

lations in fhat respeei and included it in
the Bill. 1 am going to vote for the
third veading of this Bill on the under-
stawding that the tax wil only be 1d.,.
and I would suggesi to the Government
that this third reading should stand over
until the second reading of the- Land Tax-
Bill iz hrought hefore the Honse. No
exceplion ean be taken fo the action
adopted by the member for Gascoyne.
He has always bheen opposed to the land
tax. even when he supported the Labour
Party.  Although he is now a supporier
of the Government he is equally opposed’
o the tax. 1 view with great equani-
mity and pleasure the taet that mewbers
on this side of the House are at all times
free uand quite prepared to express their
opinions even when opposed to the Guv-
crnment.

Mr. Johnson: That is limited to ene
or twea members; the majority are afraid
to give candid epinions.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): Tt is
somewhat of an innovation for a Bill' o
be debated on (he third reading, and I
have no desire to avail wmveelf of the
opportunity afforded o extend the de-
bate on the Bill for any great length of
time. T only desire to deal with one or
two matters as to the principle of the
Bill and then to leave that aspect of the
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gquestion  altogether.  kn the fizst place
there was very hitile of dignity on ijhe
part of the Minister for Works in the
meihods he pursued in his speech, He
was nol advocating a great principle; he
«did noiling but resart o recriminations,
not only against members of the Opposi-
tion but alse arainst members on  his
own side of the House, T am not one
10 use the fa quogue argument  tre-
quently, bur I would remind the Minisrer
for Works, more in sovvow {han in anger.
of  several statements that have heen
aade which would afford hon. menibers
n Qpposition az great an  opportunity
of thumping e desk and moing into
Theroies as wa< afforded to ihe Minister
for Works.  On hat very auspicioes
night wlhen he delivered the =peech which
Te now ask~ the member for Perth (M
H. Brown) o reeard as a elear stale-
ment of his opinion in preference 1o his
uHerance when returned to Parliament.
The was assisted by the ithen Premter of
the State. Mr. Raszon. On that oceasion
My, Rason, speaking on his behalf, gave
aterance fo the Following words:—

S Possibly in the fuiure  nerenseld
Alaxafion mwight be' neeessary: but i
would be o foolish step, the step of a
mdman. o increase taxation except
as A lst rezort. Certainly they did
not want (o bring it into play just
‘when the people wanted to re-establish
canfidence. when they wanted (o show
the people of Western Australia what
n good place this conntry was?”

The Minister for Works did not on thaf
cecagion avail himself of the opportu-
nily—as he dhould have done if he was
so keen in the opmions he declared he
held then—of repudiating the sentiments
offered hy the then Premier when speak-
ing on his behalf.  One other quoetation
T will readd. and then | will leave what
is a somewhat unpleasant and ohjeetion-
able line of arcument in a debate such as
iliis. 1 way say by way of intveduetion
-‘that smne element of doubt vezarding the
metheils of the Government of which I
was a member in 1903 has been stated
as lo our intentions in regard to a mea-

sure of land laxation on  wnimproved
values.  The principle was portion of a

programme  introduced in 1005; bui T
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think hon. members will avquit us of any
unwillingness to hring the principle into
force, as when we el Parliament we
were immediately assailed with a vote of
wint of confidence.  Ou that vote of
want of confidence a nnmber of hon.
members— Ministers mmd others—whe at
the preseat time are advocates of a fax
on. npimproved land values, ok excep-
tion to the Government of the day. siat-
ing it one of iheir reasons for sup-
porting that want of confidence moiion
was the faet that we had included in our
programme a measure for the imposi-
uen of this tax. The Minister for
Works has quoted remarks about ex-
cmptions. T have only to say, in recard
to ihe interview of which I have spaken,
that e was very carclul only 1o quote
one sengence; and as far as my memory
serves me, on that occasion 1 poinied out
that a1 measure of taxation on the un-
jmproved valué of land was a weans io
an e, That in ils essenee i was aot the
principle itself bui the means by which
we were (o zecure the enactment of a
wreat principle which had secured the
adhesion of some of the ereatest minds
of the world. | refer to the question of
the resioration of the Jand (o the penple
in any countey. At that time the present
Premier in speaking on  that guestion
s 1 —

" *The new iaxes foreshadowed in
the Governoi’s Speech are simpiv on
ineowe tax, a land lax, and a tax on
the totalisater. No doubt the income
tax will be popular with ihose of us
who have not ineomes exceeding £200)
a year; and the same applies to the
hamd tax with its exempiion of £490.
If we intend to tax land, fax it. I do
not see any reason for the exempiion.”

Then he went on to deal with the income

tax and referred to exemptions in that,

and saml —

“ Then ihe question arises, i~ it
worth while fa ¢reate sueh a new iax,
bearing in mind the cost of collection,
and the fact that to colleel it we =hall
have o create a new dJepartment 7 T
do nei think it is worth while; and I
ihink a similar argument will apply
to ihe exempiion in the land tax.”

My. Secaddan interjected, as he usually
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doer, “ Do vou believe in the land tax
for rasing rvevenue? and Mr. Moore
went an to say:—
= The original idea was thal it
should bhe used to burst up large es-
fates, It s a question whether (he
local bodies cannot burst up such es-
tates. None of these are exempted
from roads board rating. 1f any roads
bouard we like to mention were ubliged
io make a £400 exemption, that board’s
revenue wonid not he worth having.
1 have made valuations for roads
boards; and I know that if there had
been an exemption of £400 in respect
of the unimproved value, the rales
would not have been worth eollecting.”

There is the position. If the Minister
for Works had had sowme desire above
the mere otive that actuated him af the
time of simply scoring a peint—and nat
a very creditable point—he might have
reasonably  pursned  his  investigation
more carefully, and might have unearthed
something in the nature of a boomerang,
which would have struck his own side of
the House, Apart altogether from the
opinions of members on both sides, the
debates right throughout have not heen
of that nature which would elevate our
parliamentary institutions in the inter-
ests of the people. There iz one other
point before | Jeave that aspect of the
question to which 1 wish to refer, and
that 15 in reference {o some of the argu-
ments advanced by the member for West
Perth. 1 congratulale that inember on
his speech; it was couched in temperate
langnage ; it was an  argumentative
speech on the question he had in hand,
and from his point of view he argued
against land values taxation. But {here
were some fallacies in the course of that
argument, and one in particolar, and the
only one I wish to refer to, and that is,
according to the idea evidently in Dis
mind the imposition of a land tax on the
unimproved value of land is going to
crente o great eommercial depression,
that it is going to have the effect of dis-
couraging settlement either of people
within the State or of others who may
come from other cownlries ag immigrants
to our shores.  That is a propheey on his
part as to the results likely to acerue;
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hut it is ner based vn actual experience:
In faet, the actual experience in coun-
frier will shows that a weasure of taxa-
tion thus imposel has heen altogether to
the contrary, in an opposite  direction.
I have only to point for instance to the
experience of New Zealand, A tax was
introduced by Me. John Ballanee and
earvied  through the New Zealand Par-
liament in 18M.  In the vear 1885, New
Zealand, hefure they had the tax, in the
time af Sir Julius Vogel, lost by exeess.
of departures over wrrivals 21,744 per-
sons, and from 188G to 1891, the year
that the tax was infroduced, that ecountry
lost by excess of departures over arrivals
a total number of 17,194 persons. In
1902, the year following, it gained by
exeess of arrivals- over departures 4,958
persons, and in 1893, 10,412 persons, and
so on. The tolal wains in these years
amaunted to 70,000 or 80,000 persons
irrespective altogether of the gain in
population i exeess af  bhirths  over
deaths.

My Draper:
was not popular, "

Mr. BATH: Although Canada may
be poepular at the present time, attraet-
ing st large number of lmmigrants, T
would like to elear up a fallaey in regard
to Lhat; just one otherstatement to show
the fallacy of the argument. It is this,
that with all the boasted inumigration of'
Canada, the whole increase in. the last
returns given for Canada is not so high
as the rate of erease in Australin: that
i a fact which those who hoost Canadw
should bear in mind.  The position alsoe
15 that in New South Wales, where tiey
have lad a laud lax for seme years, they
have never suffered by any excess of
deparfures over arrivals, or any desire
of a nuntber of people to get away from
New South Wales. That wasx just the
falliey—for fallacy it is—that T desire
tn clear up, My main molive in rising:
ihis evening was to deal with the attitude’
of members on this question of land
values taxaiion. T would like to say that
if an hon. mewber came to the House to
he amused, 1here would he a plentitude of
amusement in the display we have had
to-nighl, ir the eross-firing which las
taken place enfively on the Governmeni

Tn those davs, Canada
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side of the House, and it reminds me of
some parlinmentary  scenes which the
inmortal bard might have devised fur
insertion in the great play of the © Mid-
suwnmer Night's Drean’'  But to one
who has a more serious purpose than
being amused in Lhe Legislative Assembly
of the State, the condition and attitude
of members on this question is a most
deplorable one. Tn faet, T wish to go
faviher and say. in my opinion it is
somewhat a degradation of our parlin-
mentary institution. I can well under-
siand menibers may commit themselves
to a general supporlt of a (Govermment
although they may differ on minor de-
tails, and when such differences of
apinion  would arise on  unimportant
questions they would take the opportu-
nify of voting agauinsi the Government;
but an a question of this kind there is
not room for the same attitude either on
the Ministerial beuches or the Opposi-
tion benches of the House, hecause the
question of taxation iz the fundamental
hagis of the British constitution and i=
the fundamental basis of every institu-
tion which has heen patterned on that
of 1be mother of Parliaments.  And
there is no question of greater import-
ance, no other question on which there
should be more of a real division of mem-
bers, those who are for the measure in-
troduced by the Covernment or those
against it; and I say the proper place
for members who in their hearts and
by Lhe taclics of the members support-
ing them are opposed to land values
taxation, i not as supporfers of the
Government introducing the measure ;
for they are defyving all the traditions
of parliameniary institutions ; they are
deing  more, they are degrading it.
When members as we know in the last
gession spoke strongly in opposition to
this tax, depreeating it as something
which is going to be injurious to the
community have repeated these state-
ments even in stronger terms during this
sesgion, they eannot have a wish fto he
irne to our institutions and continue to
support a Government that introducesa
policy whieh they ihink will be detri-
menial to the interests of the State. That
stalement applies to a large number of
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wembers on the Govermment side ; and
1 say that anyone whoe wishes o see us
rize to the dignity of the oecasion can
attach more admiration, even if he be a
sienight out supporter of land values
taxation, to a honourable opponent who
wives his views upon a measure, than to
one who opposes it and then says he is
ening to support the Government. There
have been ineidents since lhe election of
1903 which show that the Government
are waning in fhe confidence of the
people of the State.  That is indis-
putably shown by the resalt of elee-
fions ‘which have been held since 1903.

Mr, Scadden : They have not won
one seatf. _
Mr. BATH They won the Cool-

gardie seat.

The Premier : Why did not vou put
forward a candidate for West Perth ¢

Mr. BATH : The hon. member asks
me, why did not we put forward a mem-
ber for West Perth. At other times
ntembers and Ministers ask why the
Labour Party, this party that wishes to
appropriate the whole of the represen-
iations, dares to put up a candidate
in a eonstituency that is not n Labour
constituency. I have heard that re-
peatedly in regard to the Kalgoorlie
elgetorate. They say it is all right to put
up a candidate for Brown Hill, for
Ivanhoe, for Hannans, and even for
Boulder, but that we Lave no right to go
te Kalgoorlie and put up a2 candidate in
the Labour intevest for it is not a Labour
constituency and that we have no busi-
ness to want it. And now they ask, in
a econstitueney like West Perth, where
the population from whieh the Labour
Party ordinarily draws its support is
i such a small propertion, why we did
not put up & candidate for West Perth.
T leave it to members to say which is the
sincere opinien of Ministers.

The Premier : The suggested can-
didate worked against the Government,
which was ihe same thing.

Mr. BATH : The position is that we
have won every by-election, and if we
wanted {o go farther than that we ean
recognise that econfidence is waning, in
the murmurings of the people, in the
growing signs of discontent around, and
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in 1he strenuous endeavours being made
o shift the burden of responsibility
and say it is not maladministration or
the failure of the present Govermment to
earv ot their promises, but to put it
all down to Federation. That leads me
to Lhis argunent. [ wish to say I ean
respect  a =traight-out  opponent  who
stands up in his place and opposes a
measure, because it is the hoast of our
legislative islitutions, the boast of the

mother of Parlianents, as it is of every’

other Parliament, that we secure the best
lime of action by conflict of opinion,
by opposing political forees. That be-
ing so, in this House we should be ready
to respect anyone who gets up and in
vpposilion to anytlung says I am op-
posing it” and gives his arguments. Youn
can wmeet such o one in debate, and
devise the best means out of it. But
when members come here opposed to a
measure,  and  hecause of some in-
cident, because possibly of some intimi-
dation which has been spoken of by the
member for Gascoyne, vote against their
convictions, I say it leads to a eondition
of things in our parliamentary institu-
tions whieh is deplorable. I go farther,
and say if by my vote on this oceasion
1 eould end sueh a state of affairs, if 1
could bring about what is the only pes-
sible solution, bhecause in this case you
cannot medicine the sick mind or the sick
AMinisterial party—the only thing that
you ecan do is to use the surgeon’s knife,
and that surgeon’s knife wielded by the
electors of the State—if by any vote of
mine I could refer this question to the
people, I should do it willingly, and I
say that in all honesty and sincerity.
I should do it even if it were at the cost
of my seat ; because I say the only pos-
sible solution of this diffienlty is the ver-
dict of the people. They have not been
givetn an opportunity of pronouncing a
verdiet, and it is only fitting that
those members who have come with a
mandate from their electors to oppose
it, who have pledged themselves to
oppnse it, shonld have the opporiunity
of asking their own electors what may he
their desive on this question. But we see
from the attitude of the members for
Claremont  (Mr. Foulkes), Katanning
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(Hon, F. H. Piesse) and others that
there is no possible opportunity of mak-
ing this appeal to the people, I say that
appeal would be the best solution, for I
amn satisfied the electors ot ihe country
would give a mandate o a measure of
taxation equitable in its nature and juse
all round in its incidence. And it is as
well to point out that there can he an
applieation of land values taxation which
from my point of view would absolutely
prevent the best results which might flow
from a complete measure, apart alto-
cether from the rquestion of raising
£60,000 or £90,000 of vevenne ; and it is
a moot question whether, if by any im-
mediate appeal to the electors we could
secure such a result ov such a mandate,
it. would be in the best interests of this
(Labour) Party and of the whole coun-
try that sueh an oppoviunity should he
afforded. 1 have seized thisz opportunity
to point oot to memhers their responsi-
bilities, other than those they may think
they may owe to the Ministry in power,
There are responsibilities which members
owe to the electors of the Siate ; and
one of those responsibilities is that
members should come as representotives
primarily to veice the views of their con-
stituents, We can give this credit to the
man who may come from his constituenis
pledged to a certain line of aetion, and
who way as a result of logical debate
in the House, of a full discnssion of a
question, see reason to change his views
and therefore to c¢hange his attitude on
that question. We can give credit for
such a motive; but we cannot give credit
to members who, we know, have changed
their attitde and  their  votes but
have not changed their views on the
question ; when we know they are just
as mueh or even more opposed to a land
tax—as one member said who intends
to support the Bill—than they were last
session. And I bhave risen to say that
such a condition of things is deplorable,
and should at the earvliest possible oppor-
tunity be ended.

The TREASURER (i reply as
mover) : I hope we shall not in future
depart from the established custom by
debating Bills on the third reading,
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practiecally repeating the arguments used
again and again while the measures were
previously before the House. I recog-
nige there is an excuse on this ocecasion,
inasmuch as the mewmber for West Perth
{Mr. Draper) has just been returned by
his electors, a” majority of whom have
sanctioned his opposition to this measure;
and this is the only oportunity he has
of speaking on the question. I con-
graiulate him beeause he has to-night
stated his views in calm and deliberate
language, views which he first enun-
ciaied on the platform during the recent
election, in respect of the land taxation
proposals of -the Government. We have
all done the same on similar occasions,
and it is right and fitting that he shounld
take the first opportunity to place on
record in this Assembly the views which
he holds and cu which he won his elee-
tion. I shonld like, however, to point
out that in some few instances the hon.
member was hardly aceurate in his state-
nietits as to my atfilude and utterances,
and the attitude taken up by others in
respect of this Bill. Te stated, and I
wish to make this clear, that an intima-
tion was given—I presume by me, he-
ecanse it was I who wmentioned it—that
there was a probability of the land tax
being raised to 3d. in ihe pound. Now
T never made any intimation of the sort.
When the Leader of ihe Opposition
(Mr. Bath) argued that there might be
and would be a considerable loss of
revenne through the rebate and exemp-
tion clanzes of the Bill, which revenue I
ought to take the opportunity of collect-
ing, T did point out to him that supply-
ivg the deficiency was only a question of
raising the rate, when the revenue he
referred to would bhe collected. But T
never gave any inlimation that it was
either my intention or the intention of
the Government to raise the land tax
from 11%d., which we announced, to
21 in the pound,

Mr. Bath : You were just trying to
get home on me,

The TREASURER : No; but if I
did get home, all the better. I was
simply showing how weak was the hon.
member’s argument.  The member for
West Perth has raised the farther objec-
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tion that we had no mandate from the
people to intreduce a land tax, 1 do
not wish to detain the House long to-
night, but T may briefly remind him that
the question of land laxation has been
mare or less before the people, not as a
direct issue between parties, because the
majority of both parties in the House are
in favour of it ; but it has been more or
less prominently before the people of
the State since the general elections, when
Mr. Rason, then Premier, stated dis-
tinetly in his poliey speech at Midland
Junction that although he did not then
propose taxation of this sort, yet he
wonld probably have to intreduce it in
the: following year. Prier to that it was
referred to by Sir Walter James, al-
though not brought within the arena of
practieal polities ; that is, he did not
introduce a Bill. But apart from that,
and apart from the guestion of a direet
mandate from the people, is it not the
duty of the Government and the Par-
liament of the State to raise the revenue
necessary to carry on the State’s affairs?
Has it not been accepted as one of the
greatest responsibilities attachable to any
Government, not ouly in the States of
Australia but in the old country, the
responsibility of raising sufficient revenue
te carry on the affaits of the country ?
And when we have time after time shown
to this House and to the people the
direct necessity for increased revenue ;
when we have pointed out the falling
away of revenue during the past four or
five years, due to our Federali eonnec-
tion ; when we have also pointed out
that our population and the needs of our
people lave increased vyear by year,
notwithstanding that our revenue has not
mereased ; and when we have learnt by
experience—not the experience which the
member for Perth (Mr. H. Brown)
attributed to me, that I had brought in
the largest deficit chronicled by any
Treasurer in this State ; not that, be-
cause Treasurers before me have brought
in much larger deficits than I have to face
this year—but when we have found that
the revenue year after vear not only in
our time but in the thme of our prede-
cessors has not bheen sufficient to meet the
requirements or the expenditure of the
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State : ihen are we not jusiified in ask-
ing, and indeed in suggesting to the
House, that this legislation be passed in
order that we may, by taxation which we
consider fair and equitable, raise some
portion of the revenue which is so de-
sirable n the interests of the State at
large 7 The wmember for West Perth has
calmly told ns—1I do not think he wished
to mislead the House—that this is the
first time the land tax proposal has been
submitted 10 a town electorate. I agree
with him it is the first time it has been
submilted to a single electorate in a eity
or town ; but he must remember that
the East Provinee, in whi¢h there was an
election the other duy, comprises several
towns, that it includes Northam, a very
flourtshing centre, as well as York and
Beverley, all of which pronounced in
favour of this tax. That is a mandate
from the c¢lass of people who live in
towns, business people such as we have
in the city of Perth. And when the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher)
found fault the other evening with the
result of the election, hecause, he said,
the country people were not given an
apportunity of exereising the franchise,
his statement bore out my argument that
the result of the election is a pronounce-
ment by townzpeople, who have recorded
their verdict in favour of this form of
{axation. So surely we can set off one
election against the other ; and T feel
sure, notwifhstanding the member for
West Perth has decided against the tax,
that were ihe case put to the people and
the vesidents of our towns throughout
the State, they would by a majority en-
dorse the land-tax proposals of the Gov-
etnment. The hon. member bhas found
fault with the action of the Goveroment
hecause this is a class tax which we bave
introduced and carried so far. I ask
how it ean be a class tax when the
whole land of the State is included in the
taxation proposals ¥ If we had pro-
posed, what perhaps he might have sup-
ported, a tax on unimproved landsonly,
I should agree with him that we were
adopting a class tax, probably justifiable
for a pwrpose, but still a class tax. But
we cannet for a moment say that we are
imposing a class tax on the whole soil
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of the State, which belings to the Slute
ne watter under what tenure it may be
held; it esnnnt he said, when the soil of
the State is elassed as a whole, that ii is
the subject of a elass tax. The tax is
certainly general, and can be fairly pro-
posed and faivly supported by any mem-
her who wishes to see the finances of our
State put on a sound fouting. The hon,
member argued that this was an unjust
tax, and it seems to me the same reply
answers that argument. The State hands
over its lands to the keeping of certain
persons on cerfain conditions or under
certain Litles.  But in relurn for the
privilege thus granted of using that land,
wheiber as freehold, leasehold, eopyhold,
or under any other tennve, the State says
¥ We require some slight contribution in
the shape of taxation to carry on the
affaire of the State” Swrely it is not
an unjust tax when regarded from that
standpoint. 1 wish to remind the houw.
member, and I hope I do so in all kind-
ness, that I am under the impression it
is not long since he made up his mind
that he was opposed to taxation of this
sort; and as he emne to the econclusion,
after giving it consideration during the
past few wecks, that he must oppose it—
he was first, I believe, inclined to support
it—Nhe must also grant that right to other
members who may perbaps have some
dislike to taxation proposals as they
stand, but who, after having concluded,
contrary to his conelusions, that the State
is in need of this revenue, have decided
that they must support the tax. This
also applies to the Leader of the Op-
position who eondemned in his speech a
short time sinee members on this side of
the House, representing agricultural com-
munities, who had the temerity to say
that in the eiveumstances they are sup-
porting the Government. I quite under-
stand that the majority of people will
oppose a tax if we put it to them baldly,
“ Are you in favour of this tax or not??”

Mr. H. Brown: Not if you offer them
political bhribery.

The TREASUGRER: 1 resent the im-
putation that there has been any such
thing as politieal bribery in this Parlia-
ment. If there has been, the hon. mem-
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ber should disclose it immediately; but
to the present he has not shown it.

Mr. H. Brown: Look at the grants
the Sussex and Bunbury electorates re-
ceived during the last few years.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
the other night in trying to substantiate
the charge of political bribery, as he calls
it, did me the honour of comparing un-
favourably certain figures of grants given
to my district with the amounts raised in
the electorate. On that occasion I pointed
out that the hon. member had used figures
dealing with the period of the Daglish
Government, yet the hon. member had
the wnfairness to imply that the present

Government were bribing my electorate -

in giving grants of this deseription. I
hope the hon. member will learn to be
eorrect in his statements, and if he ean-
not be eorrect I hope he will keep silent.

My, H. Brown: I challenge you to
deny them.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
claimed that the borden of this taxation
on the towns would be morve than that on
the ecountry lands. The other night I
gave figures to show that on the present
valuations—not my values, T want the
hon, member for West Perth to under-
stand, hecause I have not valued the lands
of Western Australia, but values sent
in by the different reads hoards and
munigipalities—the figures work out that
the municipalities would contribute, out
of the £60,000 we hope to cbtain from
this tax, the sum of £32,000 against
£27,000 from the roads districts. Those
are the figures as worked out by the Trea-
sury examiner, on the returns he has
available. T admit that when the asses-
sors get to work and new values are made,
probably these figures may be consider-
ably altered, and the chances arve they
will be altered agninst the country dis-
tricts and not against the towns; but any
argument is good enough for a man who
wants to oppose an action, an individual,
or a Government. The member for Perth,
with his usual accuracy, has tried to show
by mere statements that this tax is going
to be Tinous to the city of Perth. The
hon. member has not a mind heyond the
boundaries of Perth, It is simply Perth
he is looking after, and ke says Perih is

(49)
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going to be vuined by this iaxation. I
regret the hon. member should raise such
arguments; but I also regret that the
member for West Perth {Mr. Draper)
did not make himself elear on this point.
It is interesting to know that although
in some very pessimistie remarks he fore-
casted ruin fo the whole of the country,
yet contrary to the member for Perth
the member for West Perth, in econclud-
ing his remarks, said this taxation pro-
posal was like a mosquito bite—it irri-
tated without having any result worth
mentioning.

By, Draper: I said that it drew very
little blood, and ecnused an abnormal
amount of irritation.

The TREASURER: That means that
we get very liltle revenue from it, but
it causes a great deal of irritation. Then
how is it going to ruin the city of Perth
or Western Australia, if it is going to
draw very little revenue from the
people? Tt seems to me that the whole
of the arguments of members oppos-
ing this form of taxation have fallen to
the ground. The member for West
Perth said the tax was going to deter
the land settlement we have been striv-
ing to ncomplish, so far as the present
Govermment ave eoncerned, ever since we
have heen in power. The lLion. member
told us the tax was disliked in England,
and therefore we could not get immigrants
from Great Britain to seitle in Western
Australia.  But it is passing strange to
remember that only last session a land
tax proposal was submitted in the House
of Commons in connection with the
Scottish lands; and this shows at once
that at any rate at home they are he-
ginning to realise that in some condi-
tions a land tax is a fair thing to bring
before Parliament and to enact. Are
we therefore not justified in taking
similar steps here, when we realise that
our revenue must have some increment?
Are we not justified in taking similar
steps in saying that those who are going
to receive advantage and benefit from
our horrowing and developmental policy
must hear some share of the cost? It
seems to me absurd that we should have
arguments that we are going to deter
land settlement and we are going to ruin
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the country, when we have had the illus-
tration of the Eastern States and New
Zealand Dbefore us. They have all got
langd taxation and in many instances an
ineome tax as well, and they have not
yet been ruined; nor has land settlement
been deterred in those Stales. What is
the position so far as Western Austra-
lia is concerned? This land tax measure
of ours is not being introduced into Par-
Hament this session for the first time.
Members know well it was introdueed
fast year and debated very fully, and
that it was opposed and denounced out-
side this House by those who are opposed
to taxation of this deseription; yet since
that measure was introduced into this
House last year, for eleven months we
have had over 800,000 aecres of land
taken up in Western Australia. Does
that bear out the argument of hon. mem-
bers who are so pessimistic in their ideas
that it is going to deter land settlement
in our midst? The Premier reminds me
that not only was this proposal to enact
taxation of this deseription in view when
this land was taken up, but the land has
been taken up wunder muech more strin-
gent conditions than ever obtained be-
fore. .

Mr. Gull: May not the question of the
tax being thrown out have some in-
fluende? |

The TEASURER: Absolutely none,
becanse it was. very well known that the
tax, having been passed by a huge major-
ity in this House, was to be introduced as
early as possible in the following year.
Of course we had the usual fault found
with us in regard to our administration,
that we advertised in the old country
that there was no taxation proposal when
we were advertising to get people Lo
ecome out and setile on our land. So Tar
as his Government is concerned such has
not been the case, but I helieve that when
Sir Walter James was Agent General ie
did adopt that system. At the time
lie was justified in doing so, becanse
there was no tax of this deseription he-
fore the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia; but so soon as we took hold
of the reins of power, having taxa-
tion proposals of this kind in our
winds if necesgary. the advertising
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in the old country which the hon. member
complaing about was stopped, and has
not sinee been indulged in. It seems to
me absurd to use this as an argument
that we should not pass a measure of
this deseription; because after all is said
and done, the conditional purchase lease-
holder, as meinbers are aware, and per-
haps the member for West Perth has
omitted to notice it in the Bill, is ex-
empited for the first five years after
settlement on the land. The next argu-
ment advanced was that taxation was
illogical. Now, why? Because the hon.
member said we were exempting mining
leases from the operations of the Bill
I want to point out to the hon. member
as it has been pointed out by members
representing  mining  constituencies in
this Iowse, that it would be absolutely
impossible to get at the unimproved
value of a mining lease; it Las no value.
Mining leases are already heavily taxed
as far as their surface value 1s econcerned;
that is they pay one pound per acre
rental, probably more than the valune of
the freehold. It is only by reason of
mmprovements that they become valuable,
and as those are exempt it follows natur-
ally that we have no value of mining
leases taxable in a measure of this Qes-
eription. We have of course the argu-
ment, and 1 do not wish to repeat these
things unduly to-night, that we muost eut
down our municipal grants and roads
hoard subsidies, and must attempt by
economies to bring our expenditure down
to the level of our revenue without farther
taxation. We are entting down sub-
sidies. Unfortunately last year we had
to pay more than was estimated, but
that has been explained, and T probably
shall have something to say on it later
when another motion comes before the
House. We are endeavouring te cub our
roads hoards grants as low as possible,
and to reduce them year by year; but it
would he absolutely foolish on our part
to wipe these grants off in one act. To
wipe off all roads boards grants and all
municipal grants, although it might not
mjure Perth to any great estent, wonld
undoubtedly cause great stringency and
great want; aind it would send many of
the smaller towns and road distriets into
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bankruptey if we were to ent off these
wrants in one fell swoop, This sori of
thing st be done gradnally; you eannot
pul a koife in and ent away the cancer
at one stroke or you would luse the
patient. We have to dv it gradually, so
that these hodies may adapt themselves
1o the different conditions and wmay
gradnaly inerease their revenues by
their own taxation. That is what the
Government are proposing to do, just
the same as in their proposals for
economy in administration. What hon.
member will say that the Government
have not exercised economy in the last
12 months, the most stringent economy
in every department? We were faced, as
I told members the other night, with the
position that the revenue was £190,000
less than we expected; and what did we
do?

Mr, Bolton: Sacked railway men.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
is not stating a faet, and he knows he is
saying what is incorreet.

Mr. Bolton: You sacked 300 men.

The TREASURER: The hon. mengber
insists on that staiemeni. He should
withdraw it, for he knows that railway
retrenchment took place since this finan-
eial year hegan, and not last year. Minis-
ters took the question of revenue into
their charge, and they made reductions
in expenditure of over £100,000, thereby
ending the year's trausactions with a
deficit on the year of only £8§,000. I
ask members, did the Government show
that negligence some would have us
believe has taken place in the adminis-
tration of the affairs af the country, or
did they show they had a grip of their
departments, and that when the revenue
was not coming in they acted accordingly
and took care that the expenditure was
kept within reasonable bounds. If so,
rather than rveceiving condemnation we
are entitled to the eommendation of every
member, no matter to what side of the
House he belongs. [Mr. Scaddan: 1 do
not think you deserve it.] It does not
matter to me one iota what the hon.
member thinks. I am speaking to the
fair and reasonable members, and I do
not admit that the hon. member can he
reasonable where it is a question of Gov-
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ernment and Opposiion.  We have had
1 Eace a Dig reduclion, as hon. niembers
know, in loss of cuslinus revenue; some-
thing like £475,000 per annum  less
revenue coming fo us through customs
from the Commonwealth than we had
during the first year of Federation. As
the Commonwealth expenditure goes on
ncreasing, that deereased return to the
State will be more evident. We shall
have this year something like £500,000
less than we had the first year of Federa-
tion from ile Federal Glovernment. The
State revenue is undoubtedly increasing
by a cansiderable amount and by almost
sufficient to balance the deerease in the
amount returned by the Commenwealth;
but our people having incrcased by scme
69,000 or 70,000 souls during the past
five years, their requirements have in-
ereased, the men who have come to our
shores and settled in our midst in that
period, and particularly those whe have
settled on our lands, requive expenditure
in respect to railways, roads and facili-
ties, in order to enable them to be success-
ful in their operations. The increased
expenditure in the Edueation Department
—and none would wish to see that cut
down—has been considerable owing to the
increased settlement on the land, and the
inerense there alone has been something
like £10,000 or £12,000 per annumn, which
of course is an inerense we eannot pos-
sibly avoid. The cuestion is are we to
sit still, stop our operations and mark
time, let this eountry o back as others
have done in my recollection when hard
times come, or are we to adopt & bold
forward poliey such as that announced
by this Govermmnent in the policy speeches
and which is now being cavrried out?
{Mr. Angwin: Tt has only heen speeches.]
The hon. member iz getting a dry dock
for Fremantle to cost £300,000, railways
have been constructed here, there and
everywhere, the other night we passed a
Bill to build a railway in the North-West,
and yet the hon, member has the audaeity
to say that evervthing is in speeehes.
Last year we spent £600,000 in the devel-
opment of the countlry, and this year we
have the thick end of a million pounds
of work in hand. And yet he says we
are standing still and doing nothing.
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Ever since the time of the early discovery
of gold in Western Australin there has
been ne more progressive forward policy
carried  out than that of the present
Administration, And that too in the
face of the most extreme diffienlties; in
the face of a Treasury chest which has
been consistently emptied, as hon. mem-
bers know, and in the face of difficulties
in raising the necessary revenue to mecet
the demands of the pecple. We have
only to look to this one fact, and I really
regret having to refer to.it, that the rail-
way vevenue last wonth fell off by
£13,000. When we notice (hat, we can
realise that it is no sinecure to run the
affairs of the State at the present time,
or even o control the Treasury. Every
care must be taken and every economy in
reason must be exercised, notwithstanding
the opposition of the hon. member for
North Fremantle, in order to make the
economies equal the shrinkage in revenue.
If revenue is not forthcoming to meet
the interest and sinking funds of loans
to carry out the great works we have
projected, and which we are determined
to earry out, then these works cannot go
on, I think every hon. member will
agree with me that it wounld be disastrous,
unbusinesslike, if we were to close down
to-day and say that becanse we have some
slight depression in our midst, we are
going to shut down and wait for good
time to come. We would have a long
time to wait. That is not the way to
face bad times—to sit down and wait.
The time of depression is the time when
we should show confidence in our State
and administration, the time when we
must carry ont the developmental works
1 have referred to, the time when we
must endeavour to give those on the land
every facility so that they may make a
suceess of their own individual under-
takings, the time when we must, with a
firm band and determination, open up the
distriets which have heen locked up for
so long, so that we may widen the avenues
of employment for labourers and help to
hasten the thne when great prosperity
will eome hack to our eountry. It is no
use talking; the people of this eountry
must be, and I feel sure are, willing to
provide what is necessary o carry on the
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affairs of this Slate. To give an illustra-
tion of the shrinkage of station values,
sueh as the member for Gaseoyne gave
in his speech, and to put the blame for
that on the land taxation proposals of
the Goverment is childish in the extreme,
to say the least of it. ITere is a station
which the hon. member says is worth
£30,000 or over, and the hest price that
was offered for it was £15,000; and he
wants this Flouse and the people of West-
ern Australia to believe that the deprecia-
tion of that station to the extent of
£15,000 in value is caused by the land
taxation proposals, when the proposals
we have before the House to-night would
mean that the station would have to pay
£21 17s. Gd. for the first vear, and prob-
ably mueh less in sueceeding years in land
taxation. Is it veasonable to expeet that
members  will aeeept that statement?
(. Buicher: The depreciation was
brought about throngh the general de-
pression created by the land tax pro-
posals.]  The hon. member said distinctly
that it was owing to the land taxation
proposals of the Government that they
could only get half the value of the pro-
perty. [Mr. Bulcker: That is so.] There
vou have it.  All that this station would
have to pay for land taxation is £21 17s.
Gd., and the hon. member suggests that
on this account the value of the station
has been decreased by £15,000, It is too
preposterous and ¢hildish to take farther
notice of. I regret I have had to detain
the House to-night to make these few re-
marks, The determination of this Gov-
ernment, notwithstanding the personal
animosity of the member for Perth (Mr.
H. Brown), the evident determination of
some pecple who are not broad enough
in their views to assist a Government
which has determined to open up the
country, notwithstanding all this we are
going to carry our taxation proposals, I
hope, with an overwhelming majority to-
night. We are going to continue the
progressive policy of the Government,
and not going to he afraid of the depres-
sion which does exist to some small ex-
tent, and, having confidence in ourselves
and econfidenee n the resources of ~our
country, we are going to pet the country
to give us the neeessary funds to carry on
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arild do all we ean tn, in the very near
future, bring prosperity onee more to onr
shores,

Mr, A. C. GULL {Swan): Notwith-
standing the fact that it is petting late,
I am going to address members for a
few moments on this question. So much
has been said, so much feeling has been
hrought to bear upon this debate by hon.
members in arguing the question, that
one can only regret that a question of
this kind is allowed to bring out feelings
by hon. members towards one ancther
which I am sure they will regret when
they get outside the Corridors. 1 can
realise that the Government are in need
of funds to carry out the policy which
is more necessary to-day under the
Federal Constitution than it was five
years ago. It is a well known fact that
any individual is against anytbing that
will draw a few shillings or pounds, as
the ease may he, from his pocket. And
so it is with the constituencies, and there-
in lies the reason for the opposition
which has been shown in constituencies
to the land taxation proposals of the
Government, When we realise that the
Government are short of money, and that
shortage is brought about, not by any
slminp in the natural resources of the
country which are being developed, but
through the most egregious error ever
perpetrated in the history of the coun-
try, we should say there is no alternalive
for the mistake we have made in entering
Federalion than for the eountry to bear
the additional taxation in order fo ecarry
on. I have always held—and I hold it
now just as rigidly at this eleventh hour
of the taxation measure as I did at the
first—that the whole scheme for raising
revenue by taxation on unimproved land
values has been carried out on a wrong
basis. The basis of taxation should have
been entirely through the local bodies;
they should have been compelled to raise
sufficient vevenue for their own develop-
ment; then we would not have, as we are
going to have, the peeuliar position that
thogse boards who have done their doty
and have carried out—as they have done
in many instances-—a heavy form of
taxation penalised and those boards who
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have lailed to earry out their responsi-

bilities in their proper light let off. As
wilth ihe country, so with the towns. Ii
seems peculiar that we should have 100
roads boards in this country and 100
secretaries of roads boards in this coun-
try, and in many instances supervisors
also. TUp to last vear these hoards raised
£17,000, and it cost £17,000 fo spend it.
The only money that was devoted aectu-
ally to the development of the districts
was the money received from the Publie
Works Department. Land taxation is
soing to he felt in those districts where
the boards have fulfilled their obliga-
tions and where they arc faee to face
with the position that they have taxed
themselves in some cases up to £10 on
the unimproved value with a rate of 2d.
in the pound. And you can ‘hardly ex-
pect a district with a rate such as that
to feel anything but indignation at the
imposition of a Government land tax on
top of their own; because, as I have
already pointed ouf several times during
the passage of this measure, the Treasurer
is going to take the roads boards’ valua-
tions as the basis for this taxation by
the Government. Boiled down it
amounts to this: those people whom the
Minister for Works has been constantly
advising, “You help yourselves and I
ant prepared to help yon" are gzoing to
reap {he detrimient of having earried out
what the Minister and the country ex-
pected them to do. I am speaking of
my own district in particular, for I real-
ise that under exisling conditions ny
distriet is against this Bill, and it comes
home to me because 1T have no less than
seven hoards in my distriel, and I have
a pretty fair idea of the feeling which
doininates the whole of my conslitueney.
It amounts to this, they will have to do
either one of two things—redunce their
values and thereby admit they have pre-
vious!y taxed themselves above their
values, or submit to the dual taxation
that this Bill will bring forth. I main-
tain the principle of carrying out the
tax is a wrong one. Where the saving
should have heen made 15 in the subsidies
parcelled out to the various boards and
municipalities.  They should have been

levelled np hy Aect of Parliament and it
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shonld have been decided how mueh ench’

hoard should raise.  In eonneetion with
that matter I know of plenly of in-
stunces in -which boards with a cevtain
rate have never eolleeted one-half of the
money due to them. It may be said they
have not been able to, but in most cases
it was because the members of the board
had a certain amount of sympathy with
themselves, and they have said, “ Oh,
well, do not harass so-and-so if the
money is not forthcoming, we shall get
it from the Government.” That has
been gding on too long. The fact re-
mains that up to last year these boards
raised £17,000, which was absorbed by
their admimstration. Some definite poliey
should have been brought about to make
these boards feel a sense of their respon-
sibilities. Had that been done the land
tax would have been raised without the
necessity for Government supervision,
without a Government department to eol-
lect it—the boards would have raised
sufficient money for their requirements.
I say again the only justification for the
imposition of the tax is for revenue pur-
poses and entirely as a matter of ex-
pediency. The argument submitted about
taxing undeveloped country, seeking to
put people on the soil is undoubtedly a
rood one; but T do not think a member
nf the Government or a member of the
House honestly believes the land fax, as
a land tax, is a good thing to impose.
If wmembers were honest enough to say
to me, * We reguire revenne to make up
the deficiency caused by Western Aus-
tralia being forced into Federation,” I
would he prepared to concede it to them;
hut when the Treasurer still maintains
that he did the right thing in helping to

force this country into Federation, I join

issue with him. From my point of view
T wonld rather welecome the new tariff
that has been placed upon us by the
Federal Government, and I would have
been glad to have seen it heavier still, to
awaken the country to a sense of what
they have lost and to a sense of endea-
vouring to force themselves out of the
compact they are now in.

Amendment (six months) put, and a
division called for.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Aassessment Bill.

As to Crossing the Floor.

The Premier: 1 would point oul, Mr.
Speaker, that 1he wmember for Swan
(Mr. Gull} has erossed the floor after
the tellers were appointed.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member, and
the member for Guildford (Mr. John-
son) who has also crossed the floor,
eannot de so after the question is put,
and must vetain their seats.

Mr. Jolhmson : 1 should like your rul-
ing, sir.  You put the guestion, and
said : “ All those in favour pass to the
right.” T immediately left my seat and
proceeded to pass to the right as dirceted
by you.

Mr. Speaker : You did so after the
tellers were appointed,

Mr, Johnson : No sir; when you put
the question,

Br, Speaker : Then [ understand the
hon.  memhber did not cross after the
tellers were appointed ?

Mr. Johnson : Certainly not.

Mr. Speaker : If he did not, he is en-
titled to remain where he is.

Mr, Gull: The hon. member crossed
immediately before I crossed.

Mr. Speaker - Members cannot cross
the floor after tellers are appointed.

Mr. Gull : Well, sir, were the tellers .
appointed ?

Mr. Speaker : They were, so far a5 T
know. I did not notiee the hon. members’
crossing.

Mr. H. Brown: The member for Guild-
ford crossed the floor before ihe member
for Swan, and 1 say his vote ought to
he counted in favour of the amendment.

Ay, Foulkes : The member for Swan
was sitting close to me, and I noticed
that both members crossed at the same
time.

Mr. Spegker : T am given clearly to
understand, by several members, that
tellers were appointed before the two
members i question crossed.

Mr, Johmson : Do you rule that my
vofe must be counted for the amendment
heeause, immediately after you put the
question, I moved from my chair and
proceeded to vote against it ?

Mr. Speaker : 1 have already ruled
that no member has a right to cross the
floor after the tellers are appointed.
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Mr. Johnson : And vou rule that I
crossed after the tellers were appointed?

Mr. Speaker : I have already ruled ;
and do not let the hon. member ask me
that question again.

Mr. Bath : I carefully observed the
member for Guildford, and noticed that
he moved over when you, sir, asked all
Ayes to pass to the right. The position
of the mewber for Swan is dilferent,
because he crossed afterwards to the
opposite side.

Mr. Bolton : To equalise the vote,

The Minister for Mines : Tellers were
appointed before either member crossed.

Mz, Bolton : No. - -
' Mr. Davies : The member for Guild-
ford had crossed the room before tellers
were appointed, and immediately he
erossed to vote with the Ayes the member
for Swan crossed to the opposite side.

Mr. Speaker : If that is so, the hon.
member is entitled to vote. I eannot see
every member who is moving about the
House, though I wateh as carefully as
possible ; bnt I did not see the hon.
members in question, and therefore I am
taking the opinion of the House that
they had not crossed before appoeintment
of tellers. T am quite content to take
the members’ word. If they did not
eross after the tellers were appointed,
they nre entitled to have their votes
counted.

[Bfr. Gull re-grossed the floor.]

Mr. Davies : The member for Swan is
certainly in his wrong place now, He
crossedd the floor after tellers were ap-
pointed ; the member for Guildford did
not.

Mr. Speaker : 1 have already ruled as
distinetly as possible, after hearing the
statements of members, that the member
for Guildford is justified in remaining
where he is, and that the member for
Swan should re-cross the floor.

Br. Buftcher : I was particularly in-
terested in the division, and I watched
the member for Swan. He crossed the
floor before tellers were appointed.

Mr, Gordon : I saw the movements of
the members Tor Guildford and Swan.
Both erossed the floor after tellers were
appointed.
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Mr. Speaker : 1 hope members will
not descend to making this Parliament a
faree. I have ruled zs fairly as I ean
rule. As I did not see the hon. members,
I must take the voiee of the House. One
says the two members did cross the floor,
and others say they did not; but T will
trust to the conduct of the hon. mem-
bers themselves. I leave il to them to
say whether they crossed the Hoor hefore
or after tellers were appointed. 1 shall
be satisfied with their conduet whatever
they do un the point.

Mr, Gull: L ooly know that when the
member for Guildford moved, I imme-
diately anoved.

Mr. Speaker: T cannot allow the
matier to go any farther, after deeiding
to leave it to the guvod sense o the hon.
members themselves.

Divistion resulted as follows :—

Ayes
Noes

o H

R
@

Majority against

AYES. Nors.
Mr. Butcher Mr. Angwin
Mr. Drayer Mr. Barnett
Mr. Gul Mr. Bath
My, H, Brown {Teller). Mr. Bolton
Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Daglish
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
Mr, Ewing
Bir. Foulkes
Mr. Gregory

Mr. Haywaid
Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Holinan
Mr. Horan

Mr. Hudsen
Ur. Johuson
Alr. Layman
Mr. Mclarty
Mr. Male

Mr, Monger
Mr. N. J. Moaore
Mr. Piesse

Mr. Price

BIr. Scaddan
Br. Smith

Mr. Underwand
Mr. Veryard
Mr, Walker

Mr. A.JJ. Wilson
Mr. P. Wilsan
Mr. Gordoun (Tellrr).

Amendment thus negatived.

Question (third reading) put and

passed.

Bill read a third time, and ordered to

be transmitted to the Legislative Coun-
cil.
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BILL—LAND TAX.

Measure to impose a Tar—Second
Reading.

The TREASURER  (Ilon. Trank
Wilson) : It is unnecessary for me to
detamn the House in moving the second
reading of this measure. As announced
during the debate on the Land Tax As-
sessment Bill, the Tax Bill has been
brought down in exactly the same form
as last session, namely 114d. in the pound.
I beg lormally to move the seeond read-
ing.

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :

I desire to inform the Treasurex. that in -

Committee I shall move that the amount
of this tax be reduced, and I shall move
to have provision made for this tax being
paid in two half-yearly moieties.

My, H. BROWN (TPerth) : I intend to
vote against the second reading of this
Bill, to a great extent owing to the ina-
hility of the constituents of the member
for Claremont to pay their local rates.
Seeing that they have to get distress
warrants to colleet rates in the Claremont
electorate and also in the major portion
of all the constitiiencies, is it fair to im-
pose this tax of 11%d. which exceeds in
many cases the local taxation ¢ Surely
there is no need to rush this throngh to-
night at this late hour by means of the
brutal majority on this side. Members
by speaking against the Bill and voting
for it are prostituting their politics.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must not refleet on members of the
House.

Mr. H. BROWN : T withdraw it, but
it is degrading to find members on the
Government side of the Hounse totally op-
posed to the prineciple of a land tax in
any shape or form, yet wvoting for it
The members for Beverley, Katanning,
Murray, Williams, and Claremont are ab-
solutely opposed to the land tax ; but
they eome here and vote for this mea-
sure simply to keep a party in power.
I think it would be far better to go to
the country.  Members have been re-
turned who are not in favour of land
taxation. We have the dictum of West
Perth against this Bill ; and surely it is
reasonable, in an important matter as

[ASSEMBLY.]

Second reading.

to the amount of this tax, to defer the
consideration of the Bill to see whether
the amount proposed by the Government
is right. I believe that if a tax of a
penny-halfpenny in the pound is re-
tained, the £60,000 the Treasurer expects
to raise will be increased te £100,000.

(Question put, and passed on the voices.
Bill read a second time.

Committee Stage.

The Treasurer moved— .

That the Speaker do now leave the
Chair for the purpose of going into Com-
mittee on the Bill.

Question put, and declared passed on?
the voices.

Mr. H. Brown : Divide !

Mr. Taylor: Is it not the custom, when
the second reading of a measure of this
description is passed, that members give
notice of their amendments and have
them placed on the Notice Paper 7

Mr. A, JJ. Wilson : On a point of
order, T understand Mr. Speaker that
you put the question and that a division
was called for.

Mr. Speaker: A
called for.

Mr. Bolton : 1 believe the call for the
division was withdrawn,

Mr. H. Broun :
draw the eall.

divigion has been

T do net wish to with-

Bells rung for a division,

The TREASURER : If hon. members
want the Commitlee stage adjourned, T
have no personal objection; but T
thought we might as well deal with it in
Comniittee, ns it is only the question of
amount. The Bill is just the same as
that hrought down last session. How-
ever, I have no objection to adjemrning
the Comittee stage unkil Toesday.

Mr. SPEAKER: Unless the hon. mem-
ber for Perth withdvaws his eall, the divi-
sion must take place. If, after hearing
the expression of opinion from the Trea-
surer, the hon. member is prepared to
neeept that siatement, he would be justi-
fled in withdrawing his eall for a divi-
sion.
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Mr. H. BROWN : T refuse to with- e mfn‘;:- Mr. A Ji\;‘;}?l:'on
draw, and T object to the bustling taetics glir. gm;h Mr. Gordon (Teler),
, . . Bolr
of the Government, %{I: H?B‘;l:o’wu
The TREASURER : T am not going %}:; %1‘:"?9:’
. . oy P - r. Ecl
o be bustled by vou, anyway. n ‘E“_igg
Division taken with the following re- M g‘,‘;‘:‘;ﬁi
sults -~ Bir, Gull
Mr. Howlwick
Aves .- .. .. 26 Mr. Haywurd
SN 6 Mr. Heitmano
Noes .. .. - Mr. Holnan
_ %{Ir. Enr]:m
T. udson
Majority for .. .20 Mr. Johuson
JUriLy
! Mr. McLarty :
g'%r. gllnle '
Avrs. NoEs, T aser
Mr. Burnect Mr, Augwin -i}:: ?Ei'e‘:;e.“ oore £
Mr, Bath Mr. H. Brown Mr. Price
Mr. Boltou AMr, Fonlkes Mr. Scaddan
ﬁr. ?_:ow{.jh‘er ::r %gh&.lgon My Smitk 5
r. Maghish Mr, QUGN .
Mr, Du.!\:ies Mr, Underwooxd {Tellor), Mr. Underwood

AMr. Eddy

Mr. Ewiog

Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Hayward
Mr. Heitmsann
Mr. Holwan

Mr, Horen

Mr. Hudson

My, Layman

Mr. McLarty
Mr. Male

Mr. Monger

Mr, N. J. Moore
Mr. Piesse

BDr, Price

Mr. Smith

Mr, A. J. Wilson
Mr. ¥. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Question thus passed.

In Committee on the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amount of land fax:

Mr, FOULKES : The Treasurer said
just now that if members desired it he
would not press for the Committee stage
this evening. It was not anticipated the
Bill would reach this stage, and there-
fore he asked that progress be reported.
He had given notice of the amendwments
to which he referred previously, to reduce
the tax to one penny, and that the tax
should be paid in iwo equal half-yvearly
maoleties. He now moved—

That pragress Le reported.

Question put, and a division faken with
the following vesult:—

Ayes .. .. .. 30
Noes .. .. .. 2
Majority for .. 28

(50)

Mr, Versurd
Ar. . Wilson
Mr. Layman (Teller),

Mution thus passed, progress reported,
and leave given to-sit again.

BILL—COLLIE-NARROGIN
WAY AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore),
in moving the second reading, said : This
is a Bill which will not eause any disens-
sion, and 1 will briefly explain {v mem-
bers the renson for bringing in this short
amendment to the Collie-Narrogin Rail-
way Act of 1904,  The Act provided
that at any time after the passing of the
Act, and until the expiration of 12
months from the publication in the
Guazelte of the opening of the railway for
traffie, the Governor might compulsorily
purchase land within 12 miles on each
gide of the railway. This provision has
heen made in each of the suceeeding
Railway Act passed since the Aet
referred to ; but it has been found in
cases where a line wight be opened in
two sections, that it is advisable we
should be a little more clear in the pro-
visions for resuming land as set out in the
Act.  In this ease if has been deemed advis-
able to open the railway in two sections.
The first section was opened last year,
and it is not anticipated that the whole
of the line from Colite to Narrogin will
he declared open for iraffic until some
tiire next month.  The intention was

RAIL-
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that the right to compulsorily purchase
should continue for 12 months after the
opening of the railway as a whole. In
view of the opening of the first section,
a doubt has arisen in the minds of legal
personts  responsible for advising the
Crown in consirning the meaning of the
Act, whether the period during whieh
compulsory purchase of land on either

zidle of the railway could be made
did nol  conunence to run from the
date of the opening, that is to say

whether the 12 months would date from
the opening of the first section or of the
apeiiny of the line completed for iraflie.
Sueh a construction of the meaning
would undoubtedly he contravy to the in-
tention of Parbament ; and this amend-
ing Bill has been introduced to remove
the doubt that possibly would arise if
the matter were left undecided. It is all
the more neeessary in connection with
this line, as there are four or five large
blacks which it i1s possible the Govern-
ment in their wisdom may consider it
advisable to resume : and the advantage
of resuming the land, against the repur-
chasing of it under the Agrieultural Re-
purchiased FEstates Aet, is that we are
able to acquire the land at the value

that would be placed on it prior
to the construction of the railway,
insiead of having to pay an en-
haneed value given to it by the

construetion of the line. Four or five
of the hloeks were alienated in the early
history of the State. and contain a large
pereentaze of tirst-elass land which might
be suhdivided intn reaxonably sized hold-
ings. which T am satistied would be taken
up eagerly by intending seitlers. There
is a regular rainfall. in a temperate
climate. and the land is within easy dis-
tance of the port: and these are reasons
for the Government exercizsing the power
eonferved upon them by the original Aet.
1 have much pleasure in formally moving
the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. T. II. BATH (Brown Hill): In

view of the necessitvy of getiing this
amendment throneh at the earliest pos-
sible momwent, I promised to give the

Premier every faecility for getting the

Bill passed.

[COUNCIL.)

Public Service Clussification.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.
In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, re-
port adopted.

ADJOURNMEXT.

The House adjourned at nine minutes
te 11 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, l()tk September, 1507,

PaceE

Motions: Public Scrvice Classifieation, Profes-

sional Rivision ... .

Poyment of Members, to Reduce, de\mt.e
resuynred .., o 1H8
Assent to Bills (3} ., ... 1348
Billa: Port Hedland-Marble Rur lewnj' Bn. 1348
Land Tax Assessment, 1r.. ... 1351
Collie-Narrogin lewn} Ameudmeut i .. 1351
Vaccination Act Amendinent, 1g . 1351

Workers' tompensnuou Amemlmeut Zg. con-
cluded .. . . .. ... 1951

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 d'clock p.m.

Pravers.

PAPERS PRESEXTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Mining
Aect, 1904 — Return  of  exemiptions
granted during the year ended 30th June,

1907, 2, Pharmacy and Poisons Aet,
1804 —Amended  Regulatio ns Nos, 34
and 35. 3. PPublic Works Department—

Hoads AAet, 1902 —a,
genet Roads Board.
Irwin Roads Beard.

By-laws of Planta-
b. By-laws of Gpper

MOTION—PUBLIC SERVICE CLAS-
SIFICATION.
Professional Division.
Hen. M. L, MOSS (West) moved—
That in the opinion of this House the



